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educational and vocational programs.  Inquiries regarding your rights and grievance procedures should be directed to Dr. Rose 
Merrell-James, Director of Student Services, Reading School District Administration Building, 800 Washington Street, Reading, PA 
19601, Telephone 610-371-5640. 
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A Message from the Principal 
  
  
Our goal at Reading High School is to provide the highest quality education possible.  
The Reading High School Administration has dedicated itself to enable all students to 
reach their academic potential.  The 2009-10 Course of Studies Guide is one more step in 
our transformation into the 21st Century learning institution.  The wide variety of course 
offerings and opportunities allows our students to explore and seek out a niche in the 
world. 
 
It is indeed an exciting time to be a Red Knight!  The new and expanded course 
offerings, such as Dual Enrollment, Head Start to College, Career and Technology 
Center and virtual courses, coupled with new technology implemented from the 
“Classrooms of the Future” project and software enhancements in Career Awareness, 
Reading, Science and Mathematics have transformed our classrooms into vibrant 
laboratories of discovery.  
 
In our effort to offer the highest quality education to students, parents and community, 
we have consciously made the effort to create a Course of Studies Guide that is both 
informative and user-friendly.  Students, the information contained in the pages of the 
guide are the tools that will help you build your future!   
 
Educating our future leaders, 
 
 
Wynton S. Butler, 
Principal, Reading High School 
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Scheduling Guidelines 
 
The graduation requirements for Reading High School are in compliance with the Pennsylvania State Board of 
Education regulations and include credits earned in grades 9 through 12. 
 
I. Graduation Requirements include minimums in the following areas:  
  
 Social Studies   3.00 credits 
 English   4.00 credits 
 Mathematics   4.00 credits 
 Science   3.00 credits 
 Physical Education  1.33 credits 
 Wellness     .50 credits 
 Safety/First Aid    .17 credits 
 Computer/Career Awareness   .50 credits 
 Electives   6.50 credits 
 TOTAL                  23.00 credits 
 

II. Promotion and Graduation Requirements 
 
 To Grade 10     5.00 credits 
 To Grade 11               11.00 credits 
 To Grade 12             17.00 credits 
 For Graduation                         23.00 credits 
 

III. Schedule Changes 
 
 Schedule changes will be permitted as follows: 
 
  1. With written parental/guardian permission until April 28 
  2. From May 1 to July 31 for Career Goal changes 
  3. After July 31 only the following changes will be given consideration:  

     
   a. Request by student’s teacher for change in the level of difficulty of a course 

  b.               Scheduling error  -  Example:  Student completed English course in summer school but the 
   student’s schedule was not adjusted           

   c. Changes recommended by school psychologist 
   d. Administrative directed changes due to unusual circumstances 
 

IV. Special Note  -  No schedule changes will be made at the end of the first semester for any students who failed 
any courses.  Seniors will need to make up failures at Night School, Summer School, or in Virtual School.  
Only two courses may be taken at Night School. 

 

V.   Course Levels 
 
  1.               Core (includes former Basic/Standard) – Courses designated core will cover the eligible content of the subject 

area with the goal of enabling students to achieve their highest potential.  Each class will give students the 
requisite skills and information for acceptable performance in the subject area.  Instruction will be differentiated 
so that each student will be taught with materials appropriate to his or her level of expertise, encompassing all 
eligible content.  Upon completion of the core curricula, students will be prepared to pursue a variety of paths 
including but not limited to college, technical schools, the military, the workplace, and apprenticeships.  
Students can move into honors courses by demonstrating academic skills that will enable them to be successful 
at that level.  Students moving into honors courses must receive teacher approval during the scheduling 
process.  Various tutoring opportunities are available for students desiring to improve their academic skills.     

 
  2. Honors (includes former Accelerated)  – Courses designated honors will exceed the eligible content of the 

subject area.  These classes will require projects and summer work beyond the scope of ordinary homework.  
Students who elect honors classes are those who plan to begin their college careers while still in high school 
through Advanced Placement or Dual Enrollment classes.  The pace of these classes will be accelerated so that 
content over and above the eligible content for the state assessment program can be covered. 
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            3.    AP/Advanced/Dual Enrollment (includes former AP/Advanced) - Courses designated AP/Dual Enrollment 
are college-level classes taught in a high school setting.  The classes must cover the same skills and content that 
could be found in an introductory college class.  Outside projects and research are an integral part of these 
courses.   Students enrolled in AP courses MUST take AP exams for those courses and may receive college 
credit.  Students who wish to embark upon a challenging and intense academic program should enroll in 
AP/Dual Enrollment classes.  Students also may elect to take classes at a college campus through our Head 
Start to College Program.   Registration for AP/Dual Enrollment courses or the Head Start to College Program 
will be approved through an application process initiated through the School Counseling Department.  
  

 

VI. Valedictorian Policy of Reading High School 
 
The senior class valedictorian at Reading High School is determined by the graduating senior who has the highest rank in the senior 
class and/or a graduating senior who has earned all A’s in each quarter in the highest level courses offered during their grades 10-
12.  If more than one person has met the criteria, they shall be considered co-valedictorians of the graduating senior class.  

Questions concerning the graduating senior valedictorian should be directed to Mr. Butler, Principal of Reading 
High School. 
 
VII.  Diploma Statement 
 
A diploma from Reading High School signifies that the student has successfully fulfilled all graduation requirements.  It does not in 
itself ensure admission to college or other institutions of advanced study.  A high school transcript is an official statement of 
academic achievements. 
 

PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
 
Our curriculum is designed to offer course choices that permit students to obtain the most comprehensive program 
available.  It is to the student’s advantage to schedule a variety of courses in order to be prepared to enter a four-year 
college, a trade/technical school, or a community college. 
 

POST-SECONDARY PREPARATION 
 
Students should consult with their counselors to receive information on college entrance requirements and 
appropriate course selections.  Please refer to the post high school guide in the back of this book for additional 
information on college planning. 
 

SAMPLE SCHEDULES 
 
   
 

10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
English English English 
Social Studies Social Studies Math 
Science Science Lunch 
Math Math Physical Education 
Lunch Lunch  
Physical Education/Wellness Physical Education/Safety  
   
Electives* Electives* Electives 
   
   
   

 
 
 
 
*Based on their academic needs, some 10th and 11th grade students may receive an additional credit of Math, an additional credit of 
English, or an additional credit of both Math and English.  Courses designated M are for Bilingual students.  
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WEIGHTING SYSTEM 
 

LEVEL % 
 

GRADE 
 

CORE HONORS AP/ADVANCED/ 
DUAL 

ENROLLMENT 
97-100 A+ 5.33 6.33 7.33 

93-96 A 5.00 6.00 7.00 

90-92 A- 4.67 5.67 6.67 

87-89 B+ 4.33 5.33 6.33 

83-86 B 4.00 5.00 6.00 

80-82 B- 3.67 4.67 5.67 

77-79 C+ 3.33 4.33 5.33 

73-76 C 3.00 4.00 5.00 

70-72 C- 2.67 3.67 4.67 

67-69 D+ 2.33 3.33 4.33 

63-66 D 2.00 3.00 4.00 

60-62 D- 1.67 2.67 3.67 

0-59 F 0 0 0 

 

 

READING HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADING SYSTEM 

 
Class Rank 
 
Major subject courses, English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, and World Language, are included in the class 
rank.  When computing class rank, courses are “weighted” based on levels in an effort to provide a more accurate 
record of a student’s scholastic achievement. 
 
Grades 
 
A letter grade system is used. The letter grades (A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, I, F, P) represent certain 
characteristics described on the following page.  Grades are a compilation of student effort.  Quarterly grades reflect 
how well the student has mastered the material.  The final grade evaluates the student’s overall mastery of the 
subject.  Teachers evaluate students on expected goals in each discipline.  They use evaluation methods outlined in 
each respective planned course. 
 
Honor/Merit Roll 
 
Students will be awarded honor roll recognition if they achieve at least a 3.5 quality point average with no grade 
below a C.  Students with a 3.0 to 3.4 quality point average will be awarded Merit Roll recognition.  All subjects are 
included in Honor/Merit Roll.  Quality point average is based on the following: 
  

A+ - 4.33 Quality Points  C - 2.00 Quality Points 
 A - 4.00 Quality Points  C- - 1.67 Quality Points 
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 A- - 3.67 Quality Points  D+ - 1.33 Quality Points 
 B+ - 3.33 Quality Points  D - 1.00 Quality Points 
 B - 3.00 Quality Points  D- -   .67 Quality Points 
 B- - 2.67 Quality Points  F -   .00 Quality Points 
 C+ - 2.33 Quality Points 
 
A+/A/A- = Excellent 
 a. This grade represents superior work and is distinctly an honor grade for each course level. 

b. The excellent student has exhibited superior achievement with respect to almost all objectives.  
c. The excellent student displays exceptional effort and works willingly, effectively, and independently. 

  
B+/B/B- = Very Good 
 a. This grade represents above average quality achievements. 
 b. The good student has exhibited proficiency with respect to course objectives. 
 c. The good student is industrious and cooperative. 
 
C+/C/C- = Average 
 a. This grade represents acceptable quality achievements. 
 b. The average student has exhibited acceptable performance with respect to course objectives. 
 c. The average student is cooperative and follows directions, yet extra effort and improvement is needed for a 

more complete mastery of the objectives. 
 
D+/D/D- = Below Average 
 a. This grade represents minimum passing achievements. 
 b. The below-average student has not exhibited acceptable performance with respect to course objectives. 
 c. This achievement level indicates that there is a great need for improvement in areas such as daily 

preparation, dedication, cooperation, and attendance. 
 
F = Failure 
 a. The failing student has not achieved mastery with respect to essential course objectives. 
 b. Failure to complete assignments, frequent lateness or absence, and demonstrated indifference are major 

contributors to student failure.  This provision may apply to quarter, semester or final course grades.  
Blatant refusals to attempt or complete a significant number of course requirements may, in itself, justify a 
final course grade of F.  Such failures may occur despite the Quality Point Average attained for completed 
work.  Failures assigned for this reason must have the approval of the Building Principal. 

 c. It may be noted that generally the student does not fail because of lack of ability, but rather because of 
the unwillingness to attend school and to fulfill the minimum requirements for attaining a passing 
grade. 

 
Grading Procedure 
 “Weighting” for Establishing Quarter Grades: 
  Class Work, Class Participation, Independent Practice    20% 
  Major Tests/Quizzes       30% 
  Alternative Assessments       40% 
  Homework Notebook       10% 
 
Appeals Procedure 
Should any concerns arise about grades derived in compliance with the grading policy, the following appeals 
procedures are referenced: 
 
 a. Staff  School Board Policies 326, 426, and 526 
 b. Parents  School Board Policy 906 
 c. Students  In accordance with School Board Policy 219, a student will use his/her respective school  

  counselor to mediate the student’s concern at the immediate level.  If the concern is not  
  resolved satisfactorily, the school counselor will help the student pursue the concern at  
  each subsequent level. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION, WELLNESS, SAFETY 
 

Introduction  
 
The Reading School District requires that students obtain 1.33 credits in Physical Education, .5 credits in Wellness Education, and 
.17 credits in Safety Education from grades 9 through 12. 
 
Elective courses in Advanced Physical Education and Weight Training are offered by the Physical Education, Wellness, and Safety 
Department for general credit for graduation. 
 
 
033B/G Physical Education 10  4pd/cyl  Sem           .33 credit  Grade 10  
 
035B/G Physical Education 11  4pd/cyl  Sem           .33 credit  Grade 11  
 
037B/G Physical Education 12  4pd/cyl  Sem           .33 credit  Grade 12  

 
Physical Education is required of all students.  Students will participate in individual and team sports, aquatics, games, and aerobics 
leading up to lifetime fitness. 
 
001 Advanced Physical Education 
.5 credit 6pd/cyl  Sem         Grades 11-12 Fall  
*Special Application Required 
 
This elective course is open to students in grades 11 and 12.  Students should have above average ability in physical education and 
preferably be a member of one of the school’s athletic teams.  The advanced physical education instructor must approve students. 
 
002 Advanced Physical Education 
.5 credit 6pd/cyl                       Sem           Grades 11-12 Spring 
*Special Application Required 
 
This elective course is open to students in grades 11 and 12.  Students should have above average ability in physical education and 
preferably be a member of one of the school’s athletic teams.  The advanced physical education instructor must approve students. 
 
040S Dance                                  4pd/cyl                       Sem         Grades 11-12 
040                                                 2pd/cyl                        Yr            Grades 11-12  
.33 credit 
        
This is an introductory level course open to all students in grades 11-12, who have an interest in dance and may have demonstrated 
an aptitude in dance, but possess little or no formal training.  This class will incorporate fundamental techniques of ballet, modern, 
jazz, and theatrical dance, along with elements of performance and choreography.  Active participation is required. 
 

045W Weight Training      2pd/cyl   Yr           Grades 10-12   
.33 credit  
 
045F                               5pd/cyl   Yr           Grades 10-12  
.83 credit 
 
045S    6pd/cyl   Yr           Grades 10-12 
1.0 credit                               
*Prerequisite:  Must have a B average in Physical Education and must be approved by the instructor. 
 
Advanced weight training is for students/athletes who are interested in improving their strength and speed.  The class is very 
structured with an emphasis on flexibility, plyometrics, and core lifts (Bench Press, Power Cleans, Squats, Straight Leg Dead Lifts.) 
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013 Wellness 10  4pd/cyl          Sem .33 credit   Grade 10             
  
This course is designed to help students examine lifestyles, select goals and make plans to achieve and maintain optimum wellness.  
Course content shall include units on:  alcohol, tobacco, drugs, nutrition, weight control, disease prevention, growth and development, 
human reproduction, and sexuality. 
 
015 Safety Education  2pd/cyl              Sem         .17 credit   Grade 11  
 
This course consists of two phases.  The first phase is instruction which emphasizes mastery of information related to driving a motor 
vehicle.  The second phase is behind-the-wheel instruction which emphasizes the practical application of information as it is applied to 
the operation of an automobile. 
 
041 Life Guarding 2pd/cyl  Yr           .33 credit   Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Student must be 15 years of age before the end of the school year. 
  
Students will receive Red Cross Certification in Life Guarding, CPR and First Aid upon successful completion of the course.  Lifeguards 
are responsible for ensuring the safety of the facility patrons by preventing and responding to emergencies. 
 
042 Aquatic Sports  2pd/cyl  Sem          .17 credit             Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Limited swimming skills 
 
Various aquatic activities will be covered including Springboard Diving, Canoeing, Introductory Scuba Diving, Competitive 
Swimming Skills, and Water Polo.  Participants will also receive Red Cross certification in Community Water Safety. 
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ENGLISH AND READING 
 

Introduction 

 
The English curriculum at Reading High School emphasizes literature and writing, literary concepts, American literature, 
and world literature.  Four credits of English are needed for graduation. 

 
GRADE 10 

 
122 Literary Concepts Double Period             12pd/cyl       Yr      2 credits     
122C  
 
This course is primarily designed for students who need intensive practice to achieve proficiency in PSSA reading and 
writing skills.  Students will develop reading comprehension and interpretation skills for all kinds of written material.  
Reading skills will include discerning details, making inferences, differentiating fact and opinion, developing 
comparisons, and analyzing and evaluating texts.  Also, vocabulary will be learned both in context and from structure.  
Persuasive, narrative and informative writing will be taught with emphasis on focus, style, content, organization and 
conventions.  Data driven instruction, based on information gleaned from our standardized testing program, will help 
students achieve their individual literacy goals. 
 
123 Literary Concepts                                               6pd/cyl            Yr                       1 credit 
 
Students will develop reading and writing skills to achieve at a level of proficiency on the Pennsylvania State Assessment 
test.  Reading a variety of texts to increase comprehension and interpretation will be stressed.  All students will practice 
higher level thinking skills as they construct meaning from text.  Inferential thinking, comparison, analysis, and evaluation 
will be stressed.  A variety of strategies will be used to help students increase their vocabulary.  Speaking and listening skills 
will be taught through formal and informal discussion, including group work and pairing.  Students will write narrative, 
informational, and persuasive pieces with attention to style, focus, content, organization, and the conventions of the 
language.  Research skills using traditional and emerging methods will be taught.  The texts used in the class will come from 
a wide variety of sources, emphasizing different genres, chosen for their appropriateness for tenth grade.  Understanding 
different genres and developing research expertise are particularly emphasized during this academic year. 
 
125 Honors Literary Concepts                             6pd/cyl                      Yr                 1 credit 
 
Students will engage in all the activities described for the Literary Concepts class.  Additionally, students will be expected to 
complete projects beyond the scope of regular homework.  Research skills will focus on producing a traditional academic 
paper in order to introduce students to college literary writing.  Students will be challenged at their level of competence by 
texts which reflect both the classic and emerging literary canon. 
 
129 Advanced Literary Concepts 6pd/cyl                       Yr.                    1 credit 
 
Students will engage in all the activities described for the Literary Concepts class.  Additionally, students will be expected to 
complete summer assignments.  The class will move at an accelerated pace, reflecting the desire of these students to be 
participating in college-level work during their senior year.  Students will complete a formal research paper, developing the 
expertise necessary for college writing.   
 

GRADE 11 
 
132 American Literature Double Period                    12pd/cyl   Yr                               2 credits 
132C 
 
This course is primarily designed for students who need intensive practice to achieve proficiency in PSSA reading and 
writing skills.  Students will develop reading comprehension and interpretation skills for all kinds of written material.  
Reading skills will include discerning details, making inferences, differentiating fact and opinion, developing comparisons, 
and analyzing and evaluating texts.  Also, vocabulary will be learned both in context and from structure.  Persuasive, 
narrative and informative writing will be taught with emphasis on focus, style, content, organization and conventions.  Data 
driven instruction, based on information gleaned from our standardized testing program, will help students achieve their 
individual literacy goals. 
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133 American Literature                                           6pd/cyl        Yr                  1 credit   
 
Students will develop reading and writing skills to achieve at a level of proficiency on the Pennsylvania State Assessment 
test.  Reading a variety of texts to increase comprehension and interpretation will be stressed.  All students will practice 
higher level thinking skills as they construct meaning from text.  Inferential thinking, comparison, analysis, and evaluation 
will be stressed.  A variety of strategies will be used to help students increase their vocabulary.  Speaking and listening skills 
will be taught through formal and informal discussion, including group work and pairing.  Students will write narrative, 
informational, and persuasive pieces with attention to style, focus, content, organization, and the conventions of the 
language.  Research skills using traditional and emerging methods will be taught.  The texts used in the class will come from 
a wide variety of sources, emphasizing different genres, chosen for their appropriateness for eleventh grade.  Because the 
PSSA, PSAT, and possibly the SAT are administered to juniors, special emphasis will be given to both the necessary skills and 
appropriate strategies for the tests.  The texts for eleventh grade are drawn from a variety of American literature texts, using 
both traditional and diverse sources.  Understanding the vision of America from many perspectives and genres is the focus of 
literary studies during this academic year. 
 
135 Honors American Literature                                   6pd/cyl        Yr                         1 credit 
 
Students will engage in all the activities described for the American Literature course.  Additionally, students will be 
expected to complete summer assignments and projects beyond the scope of regular homework.  Students who elect this 
class will most certainly be considering college, so special emphasis will be given to preparation for college admissions tests, 
such as the SAT and the ACT.  Students will continue developing their skills, writing critical papers on a variety of texts.  
Their reading will include works from the American literature canon as well as works by emerging American authors. 
 
139 Advanced American Literature 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
Students will engage in all the activities described for the American Literature class.  Additionally, students will be expected 
to complete summer assignments.  The class will move at an accelerated pace, reflecting the desire of these students to be 
participating in college-level work during their senior year.  Students will complete research projects which demand an 
amalgamation of textual interpretation and research.  

 

GRADE 12 
 
143 World Literature                                                    6pd/cyl      Yr                                  1 credit 
 
Students will develop reading and writing skills to achieve at a level of proficiency on the Pennsylvania State Assessment 
test.  Reading a variety of texts to increase comprehension and interpretation will be stressed.  All students will practice 
higher level thinking skills as they construct meaning from text.  Inferential thinking, comparison, analysis, and evaluation 
will be stressed.  A variety of strategies will be used to help students increase their vocabulary.  Speaking and listening skills 
will be taught through formal and informal discussion, including group work and pairing.  Students will write narrative, 
informational, and persuasive pieces with attention to style, focus, content, organization and the conventions of language.  
Research skills using traditional and emerging methods will be taught.  The texts used in the class will be appropriate to 
twelfth grade students and drawn from both classic and modern world literature, so that students develop insight into other 
cultures of the world and perspective on the society in which they live.  Students will complete research projects and focus on 
skills which will lead toward their success in the world after graduation.  
 
145 Honors World Literature 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
 
Students will engage in all the activities described for the World Literature course.  Additionally, students will be expected to 
complete research projects and critical essays appropriate for students definitely planning to enroll in college in the fall.  
Students will be introduced to a variety of literary critical methodologies and world texts, preparing them for success in 
college freshman English class.  
 
149 AP English – 12   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Prerequisite   Honors English:   
 
Students in AP/Dual Enrollment are expected to perform at the college level.  The AP course syllabus must be approved 
by the College Board and includes a variety of texts and genres.  The written assignments are similar to those in a college 
class.  The class is discussion-based and conducted in a seminar setting.  Students receive college credit for their work 
through Advanced Placement if they score well enough on the exam or through Dual Enrollment if they have a C 
average. 
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
 

194 Introduction to Publications/Desktop Publishing 
 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit   
*Special Application for grades 10-12    
 
Students will learn the fundamentals necessary for participating in the Arxalma or journalism/media electives in grades 10-
12.  Students will be introduced to journalistic writing, photojournalism, and basic reporting skills.  Students also will become 
familiar with the desktop publishing programs used to produce Reading High’s yearbook, newspaper, and literary 
magazine. 
 
195 Arxalma-The School Yearbook   6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
Grades 10-12 
*Special Application Required  - Writing Sample Required, use PSSA Rubric for Writing Sample 
 
This elective can be scheduled for one to three years.  Throughout each year, this comprehensive course provides 
countless opportunities for students to gain valuable writing and typing skills and techniques plus extensive backgrounds 
and experience in the field of photojournalism and its related fields.  One unit of graduation credit is offered for each year 
of staff membership. 
 
196 Journalism/Media   6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12   
*Special Application Required  - Writing Sample Required 
 
This elective is designed for the student who wants instruction and actual experience in journalistic writing, newspaper 
publication, and electronic media (radio-TV news).  The members of this class will help in the publishing of The Red and 
Black (the school literary publication) and The Red Pen.  Students who are interested in modern news media and/or  
communications fields are encouraged to take this course. 
 
197 Introduction to Theater II   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
 
This one year elective is a course designed to teach the advanced elements of acting and play production.  Students will 
perform improvisation, monologues, write short pieces for performance, and direct and act in scenes and productions 
throughout the year.  Daily performance is required.  Introduction to Theater I is not a prerequisite for Introduction to 
Theater II. 
 
198 Public Speaking   6pd/cyl   Sem .5 credit 
Grades 10-12  
 
This elective course is open to students in grades 10, 11, and 12, who wish to improve their talent for addressing groups.  The 
students will learn to organize their material, to present the material in an interesting fashion, and to be comfortable while 
presenting the material to a group of people. 
 
199 SAT English   2 pd/cyl  Sem .17 credit 
Grades 11-12 
 
This course includes one semester (30 hours) of diligent drill, study, and review to overcome weakness in verbal and 
composition skills.  Among the objectives are to master a vocabulary satisfactory for a college-bound student, to recognize 
and explain unacceptable forms in written composition, to interpret standardized testing techniques, and to evaluate 
strengths and weaknesses in verbal skills.  This course will be graded on a pass/fail basis. 
 
*Special Note:  This course is offered during both the first and second semesters; however, in order to maximize the 
benefits of taking the course, the following scheduling restrictions will apply: 

• First semester: Seniors Only 

• Second Semester:  Juniors Only 
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READING 
 

 
110 Reading Improvement Strategies 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
 
Reading Improvement Strategies offers individualized tactical instruction to students who are having difficulty mastering 
basic reading skills.  Using a Reading Workshop approach, combined with the use of periodicals and the student’s own texts, 
this program has three main focuses:  increasing comprehension (reading for understanding), fostering vocabulary 
development, and improving study skills. 

 

MUSEUM EXPERIENCE 
(See description for Museum Courses on pages 59-60.) 

  
159 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year I        
English  Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl                       Yr               1 credit 
 
The English component of the Museum Humanities Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural 
connections by examining the literature of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year I are: Egypt, 
Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  In addition, writing activities will include creative writing (poems, plays, and 
short stories), critical papers, and research projects.  The English component of the Museum Experience must be taken in 
conjunction with the Art and the Social Studies components. 
 
159A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year I  
English  Grades 10-12                   6pd/cyl                Yr       1 credit 
 
The English component of the Museum Humanities Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural 
connections by examining the literature of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year I are: Egypt, 
Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  In addition, writing activities will include creative writing (poems, plays, and 
short stories), critical papers, and research projects.  Advanced students will be required to complete an additional 
research project for each unit studied.  The English component of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction 
with the Art and the Social Studies components. 
 
160 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year II                     
English  Grades 11-12                                              6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
 
The English component of the Museum Humanities Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural 
connections by examining the literature of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year II are:  Japan, 
Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America, and South and Central America.  In addition, writing activities will 
include creative writing (poems, plays, and short stories), critical papers, and research projects.  The English component 
of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Social Studies and the Art components. 
 
160A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year II   
English  Grades 11-12                                            6pd/cyl                      Yr                                1 credit 
 
The English component of the Museum Humanities Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural 
connections by examining the literature of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year II are:  Japan, 
Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America, and South and Central America.  In addition, writing activities will 
include creative writing (poems, plays, and short stories), critical papers, and research projects. Advanced students will 
be required to complete an additional research project for each unit studied. The English component of the Museum 
Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Social Studies and the Art components. 
 
161 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year III             
English  Grade 12                                         6pd/cyl             Yr  1 credit 
 
The English component for the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will allow 
students to apply the previous knowledge of world civilizations acquired in Years I and II.  The independent study is 
comprised of two parts.  The first part requires students to examine current world events and issues, while the second 
part is based on personal career development and community involvement.   The current events examined in Year III are:  
poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women’s rights, globalization, and urban problems.  Students 
will read a contemporary novel that focuses on one of the above issues.  In addition, writing activities will include 
creative writing responses (poems, short stories), critical response papers, resume building, and cover letters.  The English 
component of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Social Studies and the Art components. 
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161A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year III           
English  Grade 12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
 
The English component for the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will allow 
students to apply the previous knowledge of world civilizations acquired in Years I and II.  The independent study is 
comprised of two parts.  The first part requires students to examine current world events and issues, while the second 
part is based on personal career development and community involvement.   The current events examined in Year III are:  
poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women’s rights, globalization, and urban problems.  Students 
will read a contemporary novel that focuses on one of the above issues.  In addition, writing activities will include 
creative writing responses (poems, short stories), critical response papers, resume building, and cover letters.  Students 
will be required to complete an additional research project for each unit studied.  The English component of the Museum 
Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Social Studies and the Art components. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Introduction 
 
The Social Studies curriculum at Reading High School emphasizes the study of world cultures, history and government.  .  
Three credits of Social Studies are needed for graduation. 

 
GRADE 10 

 
213 World Studies 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
213M 
 
World Studies investigates change and continuity in human societies.  The course focuses on the development of selected 
cultures and civilizations from the Renaissance to the present.  This panoramic study of world history and world cultures 
features people and institutions with a special emphasis on those cultures making up our diverse student population.  
Geographical concepts are infused throughout the course.   
 
215 Honors World Studies 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
 
World Studies investigates change and continuity in human societies.  The course focuses on the development of selected 
cultures and civilizations from the Renaissance to the present.  This panoramic study of world history and world cultures 
features people and institutions with a special emphasis on those cultures making up our diverse student population.  
Geographical concepts are infused throughout the course.  Honors World Studies requires student research on selected 
topics and events in critical times and on the people who influenced the course of history for better or for worse. 
 
219 AP World Studies  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite for American Econ & Govt. Systems 
 
This course will prepare students for passing the AP World History exam.  American history beginning in 1,000 AD will be 
examined as well as that of civilizations from Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  Basic world processes also will be 
investigated such as disease transmission, trade, migration, cultural diffusion, social systems, economic development, 
technology, and the emergence of the city-state.  Students will be expected to develop analytical skills such as how to handle 
conflicting interpretations, and how to apply large international developments to more local patterns.  This new vision and 
new data will enhance students’ understanding of many of the key historical forces shaping contemporary life.   
*Summer Reading Required 
 

GRADE 11 
 

233 American History  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
233M 
 
This is a history course which concentrates on the rise of America to the status of post 20th century world power.  
Emphasis is placed upon World War I; Roaring Twenties; Growth of Labor Unions; Urbanization; the Depression; the 
New Deal; World War II; Korea; the Fifties and the Sixties; Vietnam; and the 1970’s, 1980’s, and 1990’s.  There will be 
some emphasis given to the American Economy, Presidential Administrations, and the American Foreign Policy. 
 
 235 Honors American History 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
  
This is a history course which concentrates on the rise of America to the status of post 20th century world power.  
Emphasis is placed upon World War I; Roaring Twenties; Growth of Labor Unions; Urbanization; the Depression; the 
New Deal; World War II; Korea; the Fifties and the Sixties; Vietnam; and the 1970’s, 1980’s, and 1990’s.  There will be 
some emphasis given to the American Economy, Presidential Administrations, and the American Foreign Policy.  This 
course requires a research project.   
 
239 Advanced American Econ & Govt. Systems 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite for AP American History (Pending AP approval) 
 
This course is designed to enable the student to understand the interaction and cause-and-effect relationships that exist 
between our American system of government, and its corresponding economic system, on a domestic and global basis.  
Concentration will be focused on economic theories and principles, government regulations, domestic and global 
competition for consumer and government markets, an in-depth study of local, state, and federal governments, and the 
various components at each level of government, and the dynamics of the U.S. Constitution in its ability to affect domestic 
and foreign political concerns.  Students planning to take AP American History should take this course. 
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GRADE 12 
 

 249 AP American History  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
 
This course is designed to prepare students to take the AP American History examination for college credit.  The course 
content covers European encounters, exploration, and the colonial period, the 1800s, 1900s up through the current day.  
The course is presented to students in a traditional chronological framework.  Emphasis is placed on listening and note-
taking skills as required of freshmen year college students.  Essay writing and an independent research requirement on 
selected topics are required throughout the course. 

 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 

 
243 Issues of Contemporary Society 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit   
243M 
Grade 12  
   
This course aims to elevate students’ awareness of specific concerns affecting their present and future.  Lessons prepare 
students to deal with contemporary issues of government and economics.  Other topics included focus on changes in 
family, teaching tolerance, juvenile justice, and our legal system. The course also will examine controversial issues 
involving our community, our nation, and our world.  Students are expected to make oral and written reports and to 
participate in cooperative learning. 
 
 
253 American Econ. & Govt. Systems 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
Grade 12 
   
A study is made of the U.S. Constitution and separation of power among the three branches of government.  Emphasis 
also is placed on the state and local government and the citizen’s role in a representative democracy.  The second half of 
the course deals with consumer problems, business, labor, competition, and monetary and fiscal policy in the American 
economy. 
 

 
292 African American History    6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
Grades 11 and 12 
 
Students will discover the far-reaching influence of African-Americans throughout United States history by exploring the 
westward expansions and discovering and examining their dynamic struggle for freedom.  Students will trace the 
African-American involvement in government, education, labor law, the arts, the sciences, sports, music, literature, 
philosophy, and business.  The historic focus will be on Africa, the  history of early slave trade, adaptation of African 
cultures to Christianity, language, family life, and the civil rights struggle.  Activities will include ethnic celebration, 
music, foods, games, legends, and folktales.  Students will be encouraged to become more tolerant of others and savor the 
rich variety of America’s changing culture. 
 
293 Hispanic American History  6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
Grades 11 and 12 
 
Students will learn to appreciate the traditions of others as they explore the rich tapestry of Hispanic cultures thriving in 
America today.  This course will help students understand the diversity of their classrooms, neighborhoods, and the 
country by introducing them to each culture in relationship to American history.  Students will be introduced to 
outstanding Hispanic men and women who have made significant contributions to their fields (government, politics, 
sports, philosophy, literature, the arts, music and business), countries, and culture.  The course will focus on the 
immigrant people that built America by encouraging students to become more tolerant of others, and savor the rich 
variety of America’s changing culture.  Students will study the impact of each cultural group on the growth of the United 
States and contributions by each group.  Commentary on contemporary immigration policies and their effects on new 
groups of people immigrating today will be included.  Among the activities will be the comparison of ethnic celebrations, 
music, foods, games, folktales, and legends. 
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295 Law & Society   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10 and 11 
 
This is a basic introduction to the U. S. legal system consisting of the history of U.S. law, Constitutional law, torts, 
property law, family and juvenile law, judicial procedures, civil procedures, and criminal procedures.  This course will 
also allow students to participate in a mock trial process. 
 
296 Introduction to Psychology I 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit   
Grades 11 and 12 
 
The focus of Introduction to Psychology I is to provide students with practical instruction in psychological issues that 
they may be able to use in their daily lives.  Students will discover their own learning style and will be given information 
to help improve their learning skills.  Areas explored include careers in psychology, historical figures and approaches to 
psychology, family systems and dynamics, child development and parenting, communication skills, and anorexia and 
eating disorders. 
 
297 Introduction to Psychology II 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
Grade 12 
   
The focus of Introduction to Psychology II is to help prepare students for a college level course in Psychology.  An emphasis 
is placed on the history of and approaches to psychology and the key contributors to the field.  Note-taking skills are 
emphasized as students learn about personality development, experimental design and psychological disorders.  This course 
is open to seniors, and the reading and coursework are challenging.  A five-page research paper is a course requirement.  
Introduction to Psychology I is not a prerequisite for Introduction to Psychology II. 
 
298 Sociology I 6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
Grades 11 and 12   
 
This course will examine social issues in the United States and our community.  Problems affecting our students will be 
studied, including poverty, racism and prejudice, social stratification, and social deviance and crime.  The process of 
becoming a productive member of our society, called socialization, will be explored, and the effects of culture on 
socialization will be explored. 
 
294 Sociology II  6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit 
Grade 12 
 
This course is an introduction to sociological theory and research intended to prepare students for college coursework in 
sociology.  The three main theories of sociology, Functionalism, Interactionalism and Conflict theory, will be explored in 
depth, as well as research methodology and experimental design.  The reading and pace of this course are challenging, 
and a four-page research paper is required.  Sociology I is not a prerequisite for Sociology II.  
 
299 Criminal Justice and Society 6pd/cyl   Yr  1 credit 
Grade 12 

 
A study of the criminal justice system gives students a unique glimpse into the many facets of this field.  Students will 
learn about problems facing this system, technological developments, and new methods available to meet these 
challenges.  International and comparative criminal justice systems also will be studied. The second semester will provide 
students with an overview of careers in the criminal justice and social work fields.  Contacts with workers and 
professionals in these fields will be included. 

 
MUSEUM EXPERIENCE 

(See description for Museum Courses on Pages 59-60.) 
 
259 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year I  
 Grades 10-12   Social Studies    6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit   
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-
cultural connections by examining the politics, economics, social organization, spiritual beliefs, and geography of various 
world civilizations.  An emphasis is placed upon artifact analysis at the Reading Public Museum.  The world cultures 
studied during Year I are: Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  The Social Studies component of the Museum 
Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and Art components. 
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259A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year I    
Grades 10 -12  Social Studies   6pd/cyl          Yr                                 1 credit    
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-
cultural connections by examining the politics, economics, social organization, spiritual beliefs, and geography of various 
world civilizations.  An emphasis is placed upon artifact analysis at the Reading Public Museum.  The world cultures 
studied during Year I are: Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  Students will be required to complete an 
additional research project for each unit studied.  The Social Studies component of the Museum Experience must be taken 
in conjunction with the Art and the English components. 
 
260 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year II    
Grades 11-12  Social Studies   6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-
cultural connections by examining the politics, economics, social organization, spiritual beliefs, and geography of various 
world civilizations. An emphasis is placed upon artifact analysis at the Reading Public Museum.  The world cultures 
studied during Year II are: Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America, South and Central America.  The 
Social Studies component of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Art and the English 
components. 
 
260A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience II    
Grades 11-12  Social Studies 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-
cultural connections by examining the politics, economics, social organization, spiritual beliefs, and geography of various 
world civilizations.  An emphasis is placed upon artifact analysis at the Reading Public Museum.  The world cultures 
studied during Year II are: Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America, South and Central America.  
Students will be required to complete an additional research project for each unit studied.  The Social Studies component 
of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the Art and the English components. 
 
261 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year III      
Grade 12  Social Studies 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit     
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will 
allow students to apply the previous knowledge of world civilizations acquired in Years I and II.  The independent study 
is comprised of two parts.  The first part requires students to examine current world events and issues, while the second 
part is based on personal career development and community involvement.  The current events examined in Year III are: 
poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women’s rights, globalization, and urban problems.  Students 
will read a contemporary novel that focuses on one of the above issues.  In addition, activities will include creative 
responses, presentations, discussion groups, and critical research papers.  The Social Studies component of the Museum 
Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and Art components. 
 
261A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year III   
Grade 12  Social Studies 6pdcyl Yr 1 credit  
 
The Social Studies component of the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will 
allow students to apply the previous knowledge of world civilizations acquired in Years I and II.  The independent study 
is comprised of two parts.  The first part requires students to examine current world events and issues, while the second 
part is based on personal career development and community involvement.  The current events examined in Year III are: 
poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women’s rights, globalization, and urban problems.  Students 
will read a contemporary novel that focuses on one of the above issues.  In addition, activities will include creative 
responses, presentations, discussion groups, and critical research papers.  Students will be required to complete an 
additional research project for each unit studied.  The Social Studies component of the Museum Experience must be taken 
in conjunction with the English and Art components.     
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

Introduction 
 
World Language study is unique because it focuses on written and spoken language.  It is a communications course.  Foreign 
sounds, symbols, customs and lifestyles are part of the language experience.  Language studies can open many doors and 
become one of the most exciting and long-lasting experiences for today’s students.  All classes focus on communication, 
culture, comparison, connections, and communities. 
 
Studies have shown that students who have studied a world language in high school have scored significantly higher on 
all types of achievement tests and have attained high academic standing in college.  The study of a world language will 
help students gain a greater understanding of another culture and always will be advantageous in a career choice. 
 
It is recommended that all second through fifth year courses chosen must be preceded by the successful completion of 
“C” or better in the previous year of study.   

FRENCH 
 
351U Honors French I   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
 
This course is an introduction to vocabulary and grammar in the French language and an understanding of the customs 
and traditions of the French people.  Any motivated student reading on grade level is welcome to enroll.   
 
352U Honors French II    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
*Prerequisite:  French I with a grade of “C” or better 
 
This course continues the study of French vocabulary and structure focusing on greater communication and writing skills, 
and includes a variety of written and oral projects designed to teach greater culture and fluency in the language.    Video 
and audio discs are used. 
 
353 Honors French III  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  French II with a grade of “C” or better 
 
This course is designed to teach some of the finer points of grammar, as well as to review what already has been learned.  
There is an increased emphasis on speaking, reading, and writing the language, including the study of culture and 
civilization of the French people.  Video and audio discs are used. 

 
353A Advanced French III  6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  French II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course expands upon course 353 with increased emphasis on written and oral projects in the target language.  
Superior work in French II and teacher recommendation are required.  More connections to the francophone world are 
made through the study of history and geography of the French people.  Video and audio discs are used. 
 
354 Advanced French IV   6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  French III and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course is designed to give the student a reasonable mastery of both oral and written language.  Conversation in French is 
mandatory. Short literary works are read and critiqued in French. Increased concentration in translation and writing are 
required.  Cultural readings and discussion with various projects are assigned.  Speaking in the target language at an above 
basic level is mandatory. Video and audio discs are used. 
 
355 Advanced French V  6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
Prerequisite:  French IV and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course includes an expanded look at all work from French IV, with extensive practice in speaking French.  The class is 
conducted entirely in French. Impromptu conversations are required.  French literary excerpts are read and discussed, 
stressing proper grammar and structure.  Written and oral projects continue, all in the target language.   Video and audio 
discs are used. 
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GERMAN 
 

361U Honors German I  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
 
This course is designed to lay the foundation of the basics of German.  The student learns the rules of German grammar.  
There is an introduction to basic conversational phrases and to culture.  Any motivated student reading on grade level is 
welcome to enroll. 
 
362U Honors German II   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
*Prerequisite:  German I with a grade of “C” or better 
  
This course is designed to give a firm grammatical background, while also building vocabulary, speaking and writing 
skills.  Whenever possible, historical and cultural elements will be discussed in the German language.  This course also 
stresses perfecting oral reading skills and promotes fluency in the language. 
 
363 Honors German III     6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  German II with a grade of “C” or better 
 
This course is designed to give students a grammatical foundation for continued study of the German language, culture, 
and history, with emphasis on vocabulary building, sentence structure, and conversation. 
 
363A Advanced German III  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  German II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course is designed to encourage students to achieve a high degree of competence with language skills – understanding, 
speaking, reading, and writing German.  German history, culture, and everyday life are discussed based on reading. 
  
 
364 Advanced German IV    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  German III and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course is a continuation of German III. There is continued emphasis on advanced grammar, writing, reading, and 
listening comprehension.  It also exposes the student to a variety of reading, both prose and poetry, from various German 
authors.  Video and audio discs are used.   
 

LATIN 
 

Please note: The Latin classes are recommended for the serious student who is interested in improving English 
vocabulary skills in preparation for college entrance exams.  It also is highly recommended for students with career goals 
in the fields of medicine and law. 
 
371U Honors Latin I    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
 
This course is designed to introduce the student to basic Latin vocabulary and elementary grammar structures. There is 
extensive emphasis on the English words that are derived from the vocabulary studies.  Simple readings are included and 
basic elements of Roman culture and mythology are introduced. Any motivated student reading on grade level is 
welcome to enroll.  Students will learn Latin phrases used in the English language and will be expected to translate myths 
written in Latin. 

 
372U Honors Latin II    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
*Prerequisite:  Latin I with a grade of “C” or better 
  
This course is designed to continue the student’s vocabulary building process begun in Latin I and to introduce slightly 
more complex grammar structures. Stressing the relationship between Latin words and their English derivatives 
continues as an integral part of Latin II. Various aspects of daily life in ancient Rome are introduced in the reading 
selections.  Written reports and projects are included as alternative assessments.  Students will continue to translate Latin 
and memorize vocabulary.  
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373 Honors Latin III   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Latin II with a grade of “C” or better 
 
This course is designed to increase the student’s Latin reading skills with additional vocabulary and more sophisticated 
grammar structures.  The third-year readings contain selections from mythology and cultural information on Roman 
education abroad.  Students will read and translate selections from Virgil, Cutullus, Cicero, Ovid, and Caesar. 
 
373A Advanced Latin III   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit   
*Prerequisite:  Latin II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course includes all of 373 and requires independent reports and projects of the advanced Latin student that 
emphasize grammar and vocabulary. 
 
374 Advanced Latin IV   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Latin III and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course is designed to expose the student to a variety of reading, both poetry and prose, from different Latin authors.  
The most complex grammar structures are covered and vocabulary and English derivatives are still emphasized.  A brief 
introduction to the genres of Latin literature and the personalities of the various authors are also part of the curriculum. 
 

SPANISH 
  
(Spanish classes for the Native Speaker are listed separately.) 
  
381U Honors Spanish I  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
  
This course is designed for the student who speaks no Spanish at home. The student will learn the language basics 
including a focus on grammar.  Spanish customs will be explored.  Native speakers with a foundation of reading and 
writing in Spanish should not enroll.   
 
382U Honors Spanish II  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
*Prerequisite:  Spanish I with a grade of “C” or better  
 
This course is designed to reinforce and add simple grammatical principles and vocabulary beyond the first-year course.  
This level broadens the foundations for further study through practice in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Oral 
and written projects are assigned.  Students who have not qualified for Spanish I for the Native Speaker may enroll in this 
course.   
 
383 Honors Spanish III   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Spanish II with a grade of “C” or better 
  
This course is designed to give a summation of previous experience in pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar.  There is 
further emphasis on the student’s ability to converse, to write the language with some degree of proficiency, and to read it 
with understanding. 
 
383A Advanced/Dual  Enrollment Spanish III 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Spanish II and Teacher Recommendation     
 
This course is offered to students who have excelled in Spanish II.  Language instruction continues at a more rapid rate, 
including aural-oral work.  Essay writing is developed.  Also included is an in-depth study of Latin American geography, 
history, literature, and culture. 
 
384 Honors Spanish IV  6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Spanish III with a grade of “C” or better 

 
This course is offered to students who have completed 3 years of Spanish.  It is designed to give the student reasonable 
mastery of the Spanish language, both oral and written.  Conversational phrases for travel are included.  A brief study of 
Spanish geography, history, literature, and culture is presented. 
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384A Advanced/Dual Enrollment Spanish IV 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Spanish III and Teacher Recommendation  
 
This course is offered to students who have excelled in Spanish III.  It is designed to give the student advanced mastery of the 
Spanish language. Conversational phrases for travel are included.  An in-depth study of Spanish geography, history, 
literature, and culture is presented. Oral and written projects are also assigned.    Students are expected to read and respond 
to short prose and novel excerpts from various Spanish speaking countries. 
 
385 Advanced/Dual Enrollment Spanish V 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Spanish IV and Teacher Recommendation      
  
This course is offered to students who have excelled in Spanish IV.  More extensive practice in reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking skills is presented.  It also exposes the student to a variety of reading, both prose and poetry, from various Hispanic 
authors.  Individual and group projects are assigned which include all facets of Hispanic life, traditions, and culture. 

 
SPANISH CLASSES FOR THE NATIVE SPEAKER 

 
381NU Honors Spanish I for the Native Speaker 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  This is a special application course.  Students must take placement tests and display fundamental writing 
and reading skills in Spanish to be enrolled. 
  
This course is designed for the development of the Spanish language, emphasizing reading and writing skills, with a 
concentration on standard spelling and grammar. Applicants should have a serious intention of continuing the study of 
the Spanish language for at least a two-year series.  Students must have satisfactory skills in reading and writing Spanish. 
 
382N Dual Enrollment Spanish II for the Native Speaker  
   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit         
*Prerequisite:  Grade of “C” or better in 381N and Teacher Recommendation  
 
This course is designed to further develop the Spanish language with a greater emphasis on reading and writing in 
Spanish, including an in-depth unit on accent marks.  The study of art, literature, and geography in the target language is 
introduced.  Continuation of reading and writing in Spanish is stressed.  This course continues to stress grammar and 
structure skills, and is designed to further develop the Spanish language. 
 
383N Dual Enrollment Spanish III for the Native Speaker     
     6pd/cyl             Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Grade of “C” or better in 382N and Teacher Recommendation  
 
This course is designed to further explore art, literature, history, culture, and geography in the target language through 
the introduction to Mundo 21 (an in-depth look at the Spanish-speaking countries). Continuation of reading and writing 
Spanish is stressed at a more advanced level. 
 
384N Dual Enrollment Spanish IV for the Native Speaker 
  6pd/cyl             Yr 1 credit   
*Prerequisite:  Grade of "C" or better in 383N and Teacher Recommendation   
 
This course continues, in greater depth, the study of art, literature, history, culture, and geography in the target language 
through the second half of Mundo 21.  The continuation of reading and writing in Spanish at the advanced level is stressed. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Four credits of mathematics are needed for graduation.  Students who pass Algebra I in grade 8 with a "C" or better 
course grade and a "C" or better on the final exam will receive one credit toward the mathematics requirement.  This 
credit will not be included in a student's GPA. 
 
The Reading High School Mathematics Department has a wide range of courses to help students meet the requirements 
set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 
 
The mathematics department, for general credit for graduation, offers elective courses in computer programming. While 
credit received for computer programming may not be applied towards graduation requirements in mathematics, 
students electing to take computer programming will obtain a solid background in one or more programming languages 
and will get an opportunity to apply many of the mathematical skills learned in the traditional mathematics courses. 

 
430 Problem Solving                    Grades 10-11    6pd/cyl           Yr.                         1 credit 
430C Algebra I                                        Grades 10-11   6pd/cyl            Yr.                          1 credit    
430M 
430CM 
 
Students in this course receive two consecutive periods of mathematics.  Problem Solving is designed for enrichment and 
will be counted as an elective credit.  NovaNet provided on mobile computer laptops will be used to guide the 
enrichment.  The Algebra I course further develops and reinforces algebra skills.   Topics include problem solving, 
systems, exponential and quadratic functions, polynomials, rational expressions, and radicals. 
 
426 Algebra I  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit  
426M  
 
This course stresses basic Algebra skills and problem solving techniques.  Topics include:  integers, exponents, formulas, 
properties of real numbers, and solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities. 
 
431 Problem Solving                             Grades 10-11   6pd/cyl          Yr                              1 credit 
431C Algebra II                                       Grades 10-11 6pd/cyl          Yr                            1 credit 
431M 
431CM 
 
Students in this course receive two consecutive periods of mathematics.  Problem Solving is designed for enrichment and 
will be counted as an elective credit.  NovaNet provided on mobile computer laptops will be used to guide the 
enrichment.  The Algebra II course further develops and reinforces algebra skills obtained in Algebra I.  Topics include 
problem solving, systems, exponential and quadratic functions, polynomials, rational expressions and radicals. 
 
461 Algebra II  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
461M 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
 
This course further develops and reinforces algebra skills obtained in Algebra I.  Topics include:  systems, exponential 
and quadratic functions, polynomials, rational expressions, and radicals. 
 
462 Honors Algebra II   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Teacher Recommendation 
 
Topics covered are:  properties of real numbers, relations and functions, system of equations and inequalities, the quadratic 
functions and radicals, polynomials, and rational expressions. 
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432 Problem Solving                        Grades 10-11 6 pd/cyl       Yr   1 credit 
432C Geometry              Grades 10-11             6 pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
432M 
432CM 
 
Students in this course receive two consecutive periods of mathematics.  Problem Solving is designed for enrichment and 
will count as an elective credit.  NovaNet provided on mobile computer laptops will be used to guide the enrichment.  
The Geometry course presents fundamental concepts of plane and solid geometry, logical reasoning, and the effective use 
of algebra in the solution of geometry related concepts.  Topics covered include:  parallel and perpendicular lines, angle 
relationships, triangles, quadrilaterals, similarity, area, volume, and circles. 
 
428 Geometry    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
428M  
*Prerequisite:  Algebra II 
 
This course presents fundamental concepts of plane and solid geometry, logical reasoning, and the effective use of algebra 
in the solution of geometry related concepts.  Topics covered include: parallel and perpendicular lines, angle 
relationships, triangles, quadrilaterals, similarity, area, volume, and circles. 
 
429 Honors Geometry  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course incorporates algebra in the study of geometry.  Topics covered include: inductive and deductive reasoning, 
angle relationships, perpendicular and parallel lines and planes, congruent triangles, similar polygons, circles, coordinate 
geometry, areas of polygons and circles, and areas and volumes of solids. 
 
481Advanced Geometry                   Grade 10 Only 6pd/cyl          Yr                      1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course is a blend of topics from Euclidean Geometry, coordinate geometry of the conic sections, vector geometry, and 
transformational approaches to geometry. 

  

463 Trigonometry  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra II and Geometry  
 
Topics covered include Coordinate geometry, the six trigonometric functions, solving right triangles, applications of the Law 
of Sines and the Law of Cosines, and graphing the trigonometric functions. 
 
464 Honors Trigonometry    6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Algebra II and Geometry and Teacher Recommendation 
 
Topics include coordinate geometry, the trigonometric functions, graphs of the trigonometric functions, trigonometric 
identities, and the solution of triangles using the Law of Sines and the Law of Cosines. 
 
465 Honors Calculus  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Honors Trigonometry or Advanced Pre-Calculus and/or Teacher Recommendation 
 
Topics include:  functions and derivatives, applications of derivatives, integration, limits and continuity, the differential and 
its applications, logarithmic and exponential functions, and techniques of integrations. 
 
466 Statistics    6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Algebra II  
 
This course introduces basic statistics. Topics covered may include: summarizing and graphing data, probability, 
distributions, interpretation of data, analysis of data, and correlation of data. 
 
467 Honors Statistics                              6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra II and Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course introduces basic statistics. Topics covered may include: summarizing and graphing data, probability, 
distributions, interpretations of data, analysis of data, and correlation of data. 
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468 AP Statistics                                                           6pd/cyl           Yr                1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Advanced Pre-Calculus or Honors Trigonometry with a grade of "C" or higher 
 
This course covers the topics of statistics in line with the curriculum of the College Board.  It may include summarizing 
and graphing data and distributions, analysis, and correlation of data.      
 
482 Advanced Pre-Calculus  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Advanced Geometry 
 
Topics covered are coordinate geometry, functions, trigonometry, exponents and logarithms, vectors, complex numbers, 
sequences and series, and polynomials. 
 
483 AP Calculus A/B  7pd/cyl  Yr 1.17 credits 
  
*Prerequisite:  Advanced Pre-Calculus or Honors Trigonometry with department head approval  
 
Topics include: functions, differentiation of polynomial, trigonometric, implicit, exponential, and logarithmic functions, 
integration techniques, applications of the derivative and of the integral, area between two curves, volumes or solids of 
revolution, polar coordinates, parametric equations, differential equations, and infinite series. 
 
484 AP Calculus B/C  6pd/cyl      Yr           1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  AP Calculus A/B with a grade of "C" or higher 
 
This course is the continuation of AP Calculus A/B, aligned with the curriculum of the College Board, including topics such 
as partial differential equations, spherical coordinates and basic vector calculus.  
 
485 Math of Personal Finance Grade 12 Only   6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Algebra II/Required for course:  Scientific Calculator 
 
This course explores topics necessary for adults to make informed and intelligent choices with their personal finances.  Topics 
included are payroll, checking and savings accounts, credit accounts, credit cards, car loans, mortgages, stock market, life and 
auto insurance, income taxes, and budgets. 
 
487 Honors Algebra III  Grades 11 and 12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Honors Algebra II and Honors Geometry 
 
This course will cover topics that are not covered in Algebra II, plus expose the student to the basics of statistics.  Some of the 
topics to be covered are: exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomials, the remainder and factor theorems, conic 
sections, sequences and series, and probability and statistics.   

 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING CURRICULUM 
 

Note:  The computer programming courses listed below are offered by the Mathematics Department for general 
elective credit only.  Credit for computer programming courses may not be used to fulfill the credit requirement in 
mathematics for graduation. 
 
The honors computer programming sequence which includes Computer Programming I, II, and III is designed to provide 
students with maximum coverage of beginning and advanced computer concepts.  Applications of algebra and other 
mathematical areas are provided, as well as object-oriented programming methods. 
 
493 Computer Programming I Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra I      
 
This is an introductory course in structured computer programming using the C++ language.  Students will learn how to 
design and implement algorithms and to write C++ programs using expressions, conditional expressions, and functions. 
 
495 Computer Programming II  6pd/cyl Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Computer Programming I and permission of the instructor 
 
This course is a continuation of Computer Programming I with an emphasis on problem solving.  Students will use 
object-oriented programming techniques to solve complex problems involving arrays, files, and strings. 
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496 Computer Programming III  6pd/cyl Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite: Mathematics at least through Honors Trigonometry (or taking concurrently), Computer Programming I, II, 
or permission of the instructor. 
 
This course is an extension of the material covered in Computer Programming I and II.  The course will emphasize 
advanced topics in computer science using the C++ programming language. 
 
499 SAT Mathematics  Grades 11-12       2pd/cyl Sem .17 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Geometry (or taking concurrently) 
 
This course is designed to familiarize students with both the format and the types of questions on the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (SAT).  The course will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis.  
 
*Special Note:  This course is offered during both the first and the second semesters; however, in order to maximize the 
benefits of taking the course, the following restrictions will apply:   
                     First Semester:  Seniors Only 
                     Second Semester:  Juniors Only  
            
Special Notes: 
1. For additional mathematics credit options, see the Business Education section of this booklet for a description of the 

Business Math courses. 
2. A student must obtain both parental and mathematics department head approval in order to take two mathematics 

courses simultaneously when one course is the prerequisite for the other. 
3. All ELA students have access to any course in the mathematics curriculum and placement will be made at the 

discretion of the ELA mathematics teacher based on the progress of the student. 
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SCIENCE 
 

Introduction 
 
Three credits of science are needed to meet the graduation requirement.  
 
1. Knowledge in the sciences will be presented in a manner that could make further study in the field possible. 
2. Experimentation will be employed to demonstrate the principles of science. 
3. Science is not just facts; rather it is a continuing process. 
4. The courses of study in science should be designed so as to appeal to students who have an interest toward the 

humanities as well as to those who are already interested in science. 
5. Science is designed to develop in students a type of thinking that is objective, critical, analytical, and quantitative. 
 

GRADE 10 
 
510 Biology  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
510M  
 
This course is designed to provide students with state required standards in biology.  Topics include: cell structure, 
taxonomy, genetics, evolution, biochemistry, and an investigation into each of the five kingdoms with appropriate 
laboratory investigations within each unit. 
 
511 Honors Biology 7pd/cyl Yr 1.17 credits 
 
Designed for the advanced student with an interest in science, this course is to provide the student with instruction and 
laboratory experience.  Topics will include: taxonomy, genetics, evolution, biochemistry, scientific methodology, 
biotechnology, and a survey of each of the kingdoms.  Dissection of various specimens is an important part of this course.  
Individual research is encouraged. 
 
512 Advanced Biology 7pd/cyl Yr 1.17 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Honors Integrated Science 
 
This course is designed for the advanced academic student with an interest in science.  This course is designed around the 
district and state standards.  Topics covered include taxonomy, genetics, evolution, biochemistry, scientific method, 
biotechnology, classification, and cytology. Extensive laboratory experience, including dissection of various 
representative specimens, is an integral part of this course.  Students are required to do a science fair project. 

 

GRADES 11 AND 12 
 

515 Earth Systems 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
This course is designed to explain global earth systems. By various means, the dynamic nature of the hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and lithosphere will be illustrated, explained, and demonstrated.  The connection between humans and the 
earth is emphasized. 
 
517 Honors Earth Systems  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
This course is designed to explain global earth systems. By various means, the dynamic nature of the hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and lithosphere will be illustrated, explained, and demonstrated.  The connection between humans and the 
earth is emphasized.  Research will be included with this course. 
 
545M Environmental Science    6pd/cyl             Yr 1 credit 
 
Students in this course will study:  Watersheds and wetlands, renewable and nonrenewable resources, environmental 
health, agriculture and society, integrated pest management, ecosystems and their interactions, endangered and extinct 
species, humans and environment and environmental laws and regulations. 
 
580 Chemistry 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
580M    
*Prerequisite: “C” or higher in Algebra I 
 
Focused on fulfilling the state mandated course requirements for chemistry, this course requires a good understanding of 
algebra.  Topics such as formula writing, equation completion, periodic table, conservation of matter and energy, 
bonding, and acids and bases will be included. 



 

 

 

29 

 
582 Honors Chemistry       7pd/cyl  Yr 1.17 credits 
*Prerequisite:  “B” or above in Algebra I 
 
This course is designed to give the student an insight into the composition and properties of matter.  Some topics 
included are: atomic structure, chemical bonds, the mole concepts, chemical reactions, acid-base theory, and gas laws.  
Laboratory activities promoting understanding of principles, good laboratory hygiene, and laboratory technique will be 
emphasized. 
 
583Advanced Chemistry 7pd/cyl Yr. 1.17 credits   
*Prerequisite:  One year of Algebra with "A" or "B" 
 
This course is designed to give the students an insight into the composition and properties of matter.  Some topics 
include:  atomic structure, chemical bonds, the mole concepts, acid-base theory, and oxidation-reduction reactions.  
Laboratory activities promoting understanding of principles, good laboratory hygiene, and laboratory technique will be 
emphasized.  This course is designed to prepare students for Advanced Placement Chemistry. 
 
584 AP Chemistry  7pd/cyl       Yr 1.17 credits 
*Prerequisite: "A" or "B" in Advanced or Honors Chemistry  
 Summer Work Required. 
 
This course is a continuation of first year chemistry.  It is equivalent to a first semester college chemistry course with an 
emphasis on equilibrium, kinetics, reaction writing, and thermo chemistry.  All topics included in the AP chemistry exam 
will be covered.  Laboratory activities will correspond to the topics covered in class using qualitative and quantitative 
analyses. 
 
550 Physics  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Chemistry is highly recommended, Algebra I and II.  Student should be enrolled in Geometry or a higher-
level math. 
 
This course is designed to meet the state and local standards and benchmarks for students interested in science.  This 
course is a broad overview of physics.  It takes a conceptual, real-life application approach.  It includes mechanics, energy 
transformations, electricity, and nuclear interactions at a basic level. 
 
552 Honors Physics  7pd/cyl  Yr 1.17 credits 
*Prerequisites: Advanced or Honors Chemistry is highly recommended AND Advanced or Honors Algebra II.  Honors 
Trigonometry or Advanced Pre-Calculus should be taken concurrently. 
 
This course is designed to meet state and local standards in physics for the student interested in science.  Students will 
study topics related to force, motion, energy, momentum, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear interactions.  An emphasis 
is placed on problem solving. 

554 AP Physics I  7pd/cyl Yr 1.17 credits 
 Prerequisites: At least a “B” in Advanced Algebra II and Advanced Geometry.  Juniors should be taking Advanced Pre-
Calculus concurrently.   Honors or Advanced Chemistry is highly recommended. 
 
This course is intended for the college-bound student who has well-above-average ability in math and science.  The primary 
objective of this course is to develop analytical/critical-thinking skills.  A higher emphasis is placed on the process of how to 
learn physics, as opposed to coverage of course content material.  Students will study topics in: force, motion, momentum, 
energy, electricity, magnetism, and the nucleus.  These topics represent approximately 2/3 of the topics tested in the AP 
Physics (non-calculus) exam.  This course, combined with #556 AP Physics II, is designed to meet state and local standards in 
physics.    
 
556 AP Physics II     3pd/cyl Yr .5 credit 
Grade 12 
*Prerequisites:  Two years of Honors Math and AP Physics I 
 
This course is an enhancement of AP Physics I. Topics studied include: waves, heat, light, optics, and the quantum theory.  
This course, when combined with #554 (AP Physics I), will prepare students to take the AP Physics (non-calculus) test. 
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SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 
519A Astronomy Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is a study of space and its systems, including but not limited to, gravitational pull, stellar formation, and 
planetary motion.  This is a one-half credit course with no lab requirement.  
 
541 Zoology Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Students with an interest in the natural sciences, particularly animals, should take this course.  The foundation of this 
course is a survey of the major vertebrate and invertebrate animal groups.  This will include the evolution of, biological 
contributions of, and behavior of these major groups.  Dissections of at least three major animal groups will be performed.  
Special emphasis will be placed on insects.  Higher vertebrates also will be discussed in detail.  
 
542 Field Biology Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Biology  
 
Students learn how to identify some of the common arthropods, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals that are 
found in Berks County.  Some fieldwork will be done on the Reading High School campus.  The ecological importance of 
local animals will be stressed.  
 
542A Honors Field Biology Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  A grade of “C” or better in Biology 
 
This course is designed for advanced students interested in learning how to identify some common arthropods, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals found in Berks County.  Some fieldwork will be done on the Reading High 
School campus.  The ecological importance of local animals will be stressed. 
 
543 Botany Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Biology 
 
This course is designed to provide students with a background and appreciation of the plant kingdom.  Concentration 
will be on laboratory and greenhouse assignments with various plant species, along with a detailed examination of 
general plant anatomy and physiology.  There will be outdoor lessons in the first and fourth quarters. 
 
 543A Honors Botany Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  A grade of “C” or better in Biology 
 
This course is designed for advanced students interested in plants and gardening.  Concentration will be on laboratory 
and greenhouse assignments with various plant species, along with detailed examination of general plant anatomy and 
physiology.  There will be outdoor lessons in the first and fourth quarters.  
 
544 Environmental Science Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
  
Environmental science is for students who are interested in the problems that develop because of human interactions with 
our surroundings.  There are three broad areas of problems covered: pollution, resource depletion, and extinction.  Each 
topic is concisely overviewed, problems are discussed, and solutions are determined for each problem. 
 
546 Honors Environmental Science 
 Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
Prerequisite:   Biology  
 
This course is designed to meet or exceed state or local standards in ecology for the student interested in environmental 
science. Environmental science is designed to give the student a basic understanding of the complexity of the natural 
world we live in and our impact on its sustainability. The interdependence and delicate balance of ecosystems are the 
main components of the course. Numerous projects/activities are featured in the course, many of which deal with aspects 
of Berks County’s natural environment. 
 
586 Forensics Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Forensics is the study of the application of scientific knowledge in the investigation of crime.  This is a one-semester 
science course that will be a study of contemporary issues involving forensics. Possible topics include: fingerprints, 
examination of patterns and evidence, including DNA. 
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586A Honors Forensics Grades 11-12      6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
Forensics is the study of the application of scientific knowledge in the investigation of crime.  This is a one-semester 
science course that will study contemporary issues involving forensics.  Topics include fingerprints, document 
examination, DNA, trace evidence examination, ballistics, toxicology, and blood evidence.  All topics are tied to state and 
national general science standards and a strong science background is recommended.    
  
547 Human Systems Grade 12       7pd/cyl Yr  1.17 credits   

*Prerequisite:   Biology 
 
This course is designed for students who are interested in a healthcare-related field.  The course will include human 
anatomy, physiology, organ systems, microscope work on human tissues, and animal dissection.  Student participation in 
dissection labs on cat specimens and other preserved vertebrate organs is required. 
 
591 Honors Human Anatomy/Physiology   
 Grade 12      7pd/cyl Yr  1.17 credits  
*Prerequisite:   Biology and Chemistry 
 
This course is designed for the student considering a science or health career. The physiology and anatomy of the various 
human organ systems are covered. A considerable amount of microscopic work on human tissues is done as well as 
dissection of a cat and other preserved vertebrate organs. Student participation in all dissection labs is a requirement.  
Students in Honors will be required to perform extensive laboratory work, additional chapter work, research, an organ 
report, and teaching assignments. 
 
592 Advanced Human Anatomy/Physiology  
 Grade 12 7pd/cyl Yr 1.17 credits 
*Prerequisite:   Biology and Chemistry 
 
This course is designed for students considering a health or science career.  The anatomy and physiology of the various 
human organ systems are covered.  A considerable amount of microscopic work on human tissues is done as well as 
dissection of a cat and other preserved vertebrate organs.  Every student is expected to complete an outside project each 
quarter, under teacher direction, involving some aspect of the health field.  Student participation in all labs is a 
requirement. 
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BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Our  Business and Technology Department offers  career and technology and academic  students opportunities to study in a 
diversified, open-elective, competency-based program to prepare them with skills upon graduation for careers that will bring 
financial rewards.  Academic students will be prepared for higher education by gaining abilities to apply computer 
techniques and to use knowledge of additional business skill areas such as Accounting in their completion of higher 
education.  Students are given an opportunity to obtain a Microsoft Office Certificate. 
 

CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS 
 

Each freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior, regardless of his/her career objective, is given the opportunity to: 
 
1.  Pursue a completed program of studies to prepare him/her for today’s employment market.  Our Office Seminar is 

specially designed to provide career and technology students with comprehensive training that enables them to 
enter the job market with up-to-date skills. 

 
2.  Attain skills in bookkeeping and/or accounting, the language of business, from fundamental through advanced 

levels.  Upon completion of the recommended course of studies involving bookkeeping and/or accounting, 
graduates will be able to perform in positions ranging from clerk through para-professional. 

 
3.  Learn keyboarding, word processing, database and spreadsheet applications on the latest up-to-date equipment with 

“hands on” training. Through the use of state-of-the-art equipment and software, students become proficient in 
current office technology and practices providing local business and industry with well-trained employees. 

 
4.  Receive job placement assistance through the Cooperative Work Experience Program, which is available to all senior 

seminar participants.  Students accepting employment as part of the co-op program often retain those positions after 
graduation, thus, beginning their careers. 

 

ACADEMIC STUDENTS 
 

Each freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior regardless of his/her career objective is given the opportunity to: 
 
1.  Embark upon a track of learning geared toward helping him/her master the skills necessary for successful college 

learning. 
 
2.  Learn keyboarding, word processing, database, and/or spreadsheet applications on the latest up-to-date personal 

computers and electronic equipment. 
 
3.      Begin the study of accounting, which is the basis for all business.  Our accounting courses provide a solid foundation 

upon which to build an executive future beginning with higher education.  All students, whether career and 
technology or academic, are afforded the opportunity to pass all competency-based courses with individualized 
instruction and with the aid of an educational assistant. 

 
We strongly recommend that all high school students learn keyboarding for maximum computer capabilities.  Basic 
instruction in accounting and/or bookkeeping is also recommended for all students.  The business vocabulary students learn 
is invaluable.  Career and Technology students are then recommended to pursue career goals with enrollment in the choice of 
business courses such as, business law, bookkeeping, and/or accounting and business communications and correspondence.  
These students will then complete their career and technology training by enrolling in our seminar.  Academic students are 
strongly encouraged to pursue word processing and/or database/spreadsheet applications along with accounting. 
 
Courses 614, 616, 618, 620 and 621 may count as a math credit if they are taken during the same school year with 1 credit of 
an additional business education course or courses.  Course 622 may count as .5 credit of math.  Courses 611 and 611M may 
count as 1 credit of math without taking any additional Business courses.  Please Note:  Students must have completed 
Algebra I and Algebra II before taking these courses for math credit.  Students may concurrently take these courses with a 
Geometry course.  Course 661 may be counted as 1 credit of English without taking any additional Business courses. 
 
A business typing test will be offered once a school year for a student who wants to enroll in 629, 630, 653 and/or 654, and 
does not want to take 652 as a prerequisite. 
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611 Business Math  Grade 12        6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit   
611M Business Math  
 
Business math focuses on intense study to develop students' abilities to solve complex business related math problems.  
Students will learn to maintain personal finances and compute business related math such as, personnel, production, and 
purchasing. 
 
614 Bookkeeping  Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr      1 credit   
(Possible Math Credit) 
 
Bookkeeping is designed to introduce students to personal and small business records.  Students will learn how to maintain 
detailed, accurate financial records including how to maintain a checking account, create and maintain a personal budget and 
business related records, such as receiving cash, cashiers activities, maintaining petty cash and travel records and records for 
small businesses.  In addition, students will complete an authentic assessment by maintaining a fictional family's finances. 
 
616 Accounting  Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit   
(Possible Math Credit) 
 
Accounting is the language of business and involves the keeping of financial records. This course will provide students with 
the skills necessary for (1) increased employment opportunities, or (2) a solid foundation to begin higher education. Students 
learn both manual and computerized accounting processes involving journals, ledgers, and financial statements. Both 
academic and career and technology students who qualify are encouraged to enroll in Accounting. 
 
618 Accounting II Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit       
(Possible Math Credit) 
*Prerequisite:  616 Accounting 
 
This course builds upon the concepts discussed in Accounting and develops new concepts of special journal, payroll, accruals 
and deferrals, depreciation, and bad debts.   
 
620 Accounting III Grade 12      6pd/cyl          Yr        1 credit    
(Possible 1 Math Credit) 
*Prerequisite:  616 Accounting and 618 Accounting II  
 
Accounting education continues with new topics including aspects of managerial accounting and manufacturing businesses. 
Use of Excel software is integrated into accounting projects. Work is completed on an individualized basis with help from the 
instructor when necessary. 
 
621 Financial Accounting Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit      
(Possible Math Credit) 
 
This course is designed for college bound juniors and seniors intending to major in any of the following subject areas: 
accounting, finance, business administration, business education, management information systems, marketing, 
management, engineering, law, medicine,  public administration and many more. This will be a fast-paced, full-credit course 
designed to cover material in Accounting I and II courses. Topics will range from an introduction to debits and credits to 
more advanced material such as depreciation, inventory valuations, bad debts, and other costing procedures.  Accounting for 
partnerships and corporations will be discussed. Usage of computer will be incorporated into various activities. No previous 
business courses are required. Prior Accounting I or II students also are welcomed. Overlap in these cases is minimal. 
 
622 Intro to Personal Income Tax    
 Grades 10-12      6pd/cyl      Sem    .5 credit     
(Possible. 5 Math Credit) 
 
This course is designed to allow students to prepare their own federal and state income tax returns. Students will learn how 
to work through each section of a federal 1040 and 1040A, and also the short form of the Pennsylvania income tax return. 
This course is designed to give a practical application of income tax rules as it relates to today’s students. It is a must for all 
working students. 
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623 Marketing & Sales  Grades 10-12  6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is designed to introduce diverse marketing techniques studying, how, why, and to whom a company sells a 
product. In addition, various advertising strategies and media will be covered. Students will study the progress of marketing 
throughout the century. They will create a marketing plan promoting a product of their choice and then present the final 
product to the class using sales techniques. The Internet will be used extensively for researching all aspects of marketing. 
 
624 Intro Business Management/JA  
 Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This is an elective course, co-sponsored with Reading High School and Junior Achievement, which provides the students 
with an understanding of the roles that business plays in our private enterprise system. Students actually own and operate 
their own business, learning the skills of the management functions they perform.  Officers are elected from the class as 
students perform the functions of president, vice-president in charge of human resources, vice president in charge of 
marketing, vice president in charge of production, and vice president in charge of finance.  Students make the decisions that 
determine whether the business is a success or failure. Career awareness is discussed to prepare students to be small business 
entrepreneurs. 
 
625 Business Law I Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Videotapes of various televised legal proceedings are frequently used to enhance this course.  Practical applications of the 
law as it relates to the Constitution, ethics, constitutional rights, crimes, torts, classes of property, bailment, and real 
property will be emphasized. Performance in topic-related skits and mock trials may be used. 
 
626 Business Law II Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Students will be introduced to legal terms and concepts such as "offer and acceptance."  Practical applications of the law 
as it relates to offer and acceptance, genuine agreement, mutual consideration, capacity, legality of contracts, contractual 
duties, and how courts enforce contracts will be emphasized.  Also covered, will be the legal considerations of marriage 
and divorce as well as wills, estates, and trusts.  Performance in topic-related skits and mock trials may be used. Business 
Law I IS NOT a prerequisite for this course. 
 
627 Consumer Buying Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This is an elective course designed to train buyers to use their money, their time, and their energy wisely. Students are taught 
how to get the most for their money. Supplemental teaching materials, such as consumer publications and student taste tests, 
are integral parts of this course. Products such as automobiles, clothing, and food are discussed to help each student become 
an informed consumer. 
 
628 Consumer Finance Management  
 Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
 
This is an elective course designed to help students manage and get the most from their personal resources—time, talents and 
money.  The costs involved in purchasing a house and leasing an apartment are compared.  The wise purchase of other 
consumer products such as auto insurance, furniture, and appliances is also an integral part of this consumer-oriented course. 
Other aspects are various methods of investing students’ savings.  Students also will be instructed in completing their own 
personal income tax forms. 
 
629 Multimedia PowerPoint and Publisher Presentations    
 Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl     Sem      .5 credit 
*Prerequisite: Keyboarding or other Business Computer Class  
 
This course is designed to introduce students to computers and the use of multimedia. Students will learn about the 
application of multimedia, as well as produce multimedia presentations. Students will work both independently and in 
groups to plan and develop multimedia presentations such as web-page design, desktop publishing, and graphic 
applications. The students also will explore and evaluate the Internet. 

 
630 Multimedia Webpage Design  
 Grades 11-12  6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Keyboarding or other Business Computer Class  
 
This course builds on the students’ knowledge of computers and the use of multimedia. Students will enhance their 
understanding of web-page design, desktop publishing, and graphic applications by using multimedia equipment 
independently and in groups. Students will use sound, pictures, animations, graphics, text, and video to enhance their 
multimedia presentations. 
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631    Advertising Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Utilizing the information learned in Marketing, students will study the reasons why marketers choose to sell products to 
target markets. Students will need to use the Internet for researching different types of advertising mediums. Students will 
promote products of their choosing and create different types of advertisements. They will create an entire advertising 
campaign for a product of their choice and present the campaign as a final project. 
 
632    Sports and Entertainment Marketing  
 Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This course will take students on a step-by-step journey through the exciting world of sports and entertainment marketing.   
Students will learn about the key functions of marketing and how those functions are applied to the sports and the 
entertainment industry. Guest speakers, case studies, and on-line activities will broaden the classroom learning experience. 
 
634 Employment Law Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This course will introduce students to the fundamental principles associated with employment law, including Affirmative 
Action, OSHA, FMLA, ADA, drug and alcohol screening, wrongful discharge, hiring policies, searches and seizures by 
employers, and violence in the workplace. 
 
636 Business/Consumer Use of the Internet  
 Grades 10-12      6pd/cyl       Sem .5 credit 
 
Students will use the Internet to answer many questions dealing with business and other consumer applications. These 
include tracking various corporate stocks and researching companies, finding insurance quotes, and pricing automobiles.  
Internet applications involving current events, legal issues, and other topics will be assigned.   
 
637 Microsoft Office Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Keyboarding 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to computers and the use of Microsoft Office 2000. Students will learn about the 
four essential components of Microsoft Office 2000 to include: Microsoft Word for word processing; Microsoft Excel for 
spreadsheets and charts; Microsoft Access for database management; and, Microsoft PowerPoint for presentation 
applications. Topics include form letters, mail merge, financial functions, data tables, creating and querying a database, 
customizing reports and forms in Access, and importing clips into PowerPoint. 

 
638 General Office Technology  
 Grade 12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 *Prerequisite:  Keyboarding  
 
This course is designed to give the student a hands-on learning experience on the use of the Internet, computer presentation 
skills, word processing, and spreadsheet applications. Additional instruction is given in resume and interview techniques, 
filing, electronic calculators, and telephone procedures. Organizing and prioritizing skills will be stressed in this independent 
learning environment. 
 
639 International Business Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
 
This course is designed to provide students with the basic understanding of the area of International Business.  Students will 
focus on the realities of conducting business in the U.S. and international environment. Economic globalization and 
evaluation of business opportunities in a foreign country will be examined by studying cultural and economic issues related 
to the international business environment. The Internet will be used to research some of the content areas of this course. 
Students will produce a typed final product where they will research a U.S. business or a product and its impact in the 
international business arena. Other areas involved will include international legal agreements, foreign exchange, importing 
and exporting, cultural issues, trade relations, global marketing, and international business risk. 
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640 International Business Law 
 Grades 11-12            6 pd/cyl              Sem .5 credit 
 
This course will look at business law in the international context. We will compare several national legal systems 
(“comparative law”) including the systems in the U.S., Europe, and a number of Asian nations. We also will look at the 
difficult question of whether states respect and enforce international laws and decisions.  From this comparative study of 
international law, our course then moves on to consider laws that cross borders. First, students will examine the 
commercial framework for laws that cross borders. This course then specifically will address the Asian regional context 
(including ASEAN, SAARC) and  the EU. This part of the course concludes with an overview of “global” laws and global 
organizations (including WTO). Special attention will be given to the impact of recent developments in human rights law 
affecting business decision-making, corporate responsibility, and ethics.   
 
645 School Store Merchandising and Retailing    
 Grades 10-12             6pd/cy                    Yr          1 credit 
 
Students will enter the world of sales, customer service, and merchandising by utilizing classroom instruction on these 
topics and much more.  They will be exposed to the real world of business by helping to operate the school store at the 
high school.  Students will have the opportunity to help in product selection, keeping inventory, and  sales at the store. 
 
652 Keyboarding /Computer Applications  
 Grades 10-12    6pd/cyl      Yr 1 credit   
   
Keyboarding is a beginning course for all students to become proficient on any personal keyboard.  The student will be 
provided with instruction for basic proficiency through drills and skill building.  Word processing will concentrate on 
documents such as business and personal letters, memorandums, research papers, and lab reports. Spreadsheets will be 
taught using basic business and scientific applications of formulas. If time permits, presentation software will be part of the 
course.  
 
653 Word Processing Applications  
 Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:   Keyboarding 
 
The student will learn how to use Windows NT and Microsoft Word. The course is designed to give a comprehensive study 
of word processing. Students will master not only the basic concepts of word processing, but also be able to develop tables 
and columns, merge documents, develop macros and graphics, and manage files. The course is recommended for all career 
and technology students. Academic students who want a more thorough understanding of word processing are encouraged 
to take the course. 
 
654 Spreadsheet/Database Applications  
 Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:    Keyboarding 
 
This course is designed to teach software applications other than word processing. The student will learn spreadsheet 
applications using Excel 2000, which is used to compute and store financial data such as payrolls, sales invoices, loan 
payments, etc. Database applications, using Access 2000, which are used to collect, organize and store records, also will be 
presented. A short segment will be presented on graphic applications. 
 
661 Bus. Communications & Correspondence  
 Grade 12    6pd/cyl       Yr      1 credit   
(English Credit) 
 
This course is recommended for students in grade 12, interested in improving their communications skills. It is designed to 
give students a better understanding of the principles of grammar, punctuation, and spelling. The students will be given a 
practical approach to the art of writing effectively, as well as communicating with others. 
 
670 Office Seminar Grade 12  12pd/cyl  Yr   2 credits   
*Prerequisite:    Keyboarding 
  
This course is designed to prepare students for a variety of clerical positions. Students will learn office procedures, a variety 
of office machines, and software programs including spreadsheet, database, graphics and desktop publishing. The student 
will prepare for the job interview. Students who qualify can become eligible for the cooperative work program. 
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INDUSTRIAL ARTS/TECHNOLOGY 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Industrial Arts/Technology experiences assist students in selecting careers and becoming intelligent consumers in a technical 
world. If students plan to enter college, pursue a vocational program, or are undecided as to their futures, Industrial 
Arts/Technology classes will provide practical applications for them to explore career opportunities and develop problem 
solving abilities. Students will experience the satisfaction of seeing results from their efforts through planning, modeling, and 
development of real objects in any of the following Industrial Arts/Technology courses available.  All Industrial 
Arts/Technology classes using power tools will have safety instruction and testing. An 85% or better on safety exams must 
be attained. A student is given three attempts to achieve proficiency. 
 
Intro to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering, and Digital Electronics are part of the Project Lead the Way sequence.  
These courses prepare students for any engineering technology program requiring a two or four year college degree.  These 
courses provide leadership and support that will produce continuous improvement and innovation in problem solving 
processes to benefit people. 
 

GRADES 10-12 COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

710 Graphic Arts I       Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
Students will study graphic arts, which includes both pre-press and printing techniques. These areas include; offset 
printing, computer typesetting, designing printing material using Microsoft Publisher, QuarkXpress software, and use of 
A.B. Dick offset press. Other areas covered are shooting negatives, stripping negatives, plate making, and padding. Also 
included in this graphics class will be designing art in the latest desktop publishing software. Minimal fee required for 
CDs and project material. 
 
711 Advanced Graphic Arts    Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Graphic Arts I (710) 
 
In this course students will develop their interests in the field of graphic art, pre-press and printing.  Fundamental 
printing techniques covered in the 710 course will be used. The following graphic arts techniques are included: designing 
ads, merging photos, creating drop shadows, and designing CD covers using Adobe Photoshop software. Also included 
are designing layouts using Microsoft Publisher and QuarkXpress software. Other areas covered are offset printing of 
photographs, independent study, and careers in the graphic arts and printing industry. A minimal fee is required for CDs 
and project material.   
 
714 Power Technology      Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit   
 
This course is an overview of power- related careers, and useful energy resources, past and present. Students will work in the 
areas of: basic electricity, house wiring, small gasoline engines theory and repair, basic electronics, alternate energy, and 
hydraulics. Students will also study transportation, including designing and building various transportation devices. 
 
715 Power Technology       Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr  1 credit 
  
Power Technology is the study of various energy forms, where energy comes from, and how to convert it into useful devices. 
Units of study include: construction and repair of small gasoline engines, electricity, house wiring, electronic layouts, 
alternate energy, hydraulics, robotics, transportation systems, and environmental concerns. 
 
732 Photography      Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem  .5 credit  
  
This course will explore both professional and personal use of photography. The students will be instructed in camera 
handling, subject control, and the use of accessories. Darkroom procedures of developing black and white roll film, contact 
prints, and enlargements will be studied in depth. 
 

• A camera using 35MM film is required 

• Film, paper, and chemicals are supplied. 

• A $10.00 lab fee is assigned. 
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733 Advanced Photography   Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Photography 
 
Following a review of developing black and white roll film and making contact prints and enlargements, the student will 
explore the world of digital photography and color reproduction. Students will use computer software (Photosuite 4 and 
Adobe Photo Shop) to produce color photographs, calendars, collages, and slide shows. 
 

• A camera using 35MM film is required. 

• Film, paper, and chemicals are supplied. 

• A $10.00 lab fee is assigned. 
 
734 Intro to Engineering Design  
  Grades 9-12    6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Must be passing or have passed Algebra I with a grade of "B" or better 
 
The intention of this drawing course is to recreate the actual workflow experienced by professionals as they use the Inventor 
software. The course is a process-based approach to Inventor tools, options and techniques. Each topic is presented in a 
logical sequence where it naturally fits in the design process of the real-world products.  The students will have keen 
understanding of methods used to produce a viable solid model part assembly in Inventor. 
 
735 Principles of Engineering  
  Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Intro to Engineering Data 
 
This course helps students understand the field of engineering/engineering technology. Exploring various technology 
systems and manufacturing processes help students learn how engineers and technicians use math, science, and technology 
in an engineering problem solving process to benefit people.  This course also includes concerns about social and political 
consequences of technological change. 
 
736 Digital Electronics           Grades 10-12           6pd/cyl           Yr            1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Intro to Engineering Data and Principles of Engineering with a passing grade 
Algebra I with a grade of "B" or better; Algebra II with a grade of "B" or better 
 
Students use computer simulation to learn about the logic of electronics as they design, test, and actually construct circuits 
and devices.  Students must pass technology safety tests with an 85% or better to remain in the course. 
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CAREER TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
 
The Reading-Muhlenberg Career Technology Center is designed to be an extension of the existing programs of the 
secondary schools of Reading and Muhlenberg.  The basic purpose of the RMCTC is to broaden and enrich the secondary 
school curricula to include career-technology programs of study for the boys/girls who wish to prepare for the world of 
work in high school, and teach basic occupational skills and knowledge to qualify the student for initial employment in 
their chosen occupational field. Students may also select career technology education as a springboard into further 
education at the post secondary level. Many programs at RMCTC offer articulation agreements and advanced placement 
with local technical schools and colleges. 
 
The environment in which the students are trained is similar to the environment in which they must subsequently work 
and live. Instruction is given on actual jobs, setting standards of performance, in keeping with the requirement of 
business, labor and industry. Student selection criteria are based on interest, aptitude, and the ability of the student to 
profit, “employment wise”, from the instructional program. The Career Technology Center provides instruction in the 
practical and theoretical practices of the chosen field, and each student is asked to select a program on the basis of his/her 
interests, present attainments, and possible future opportunities in the chosen occupational field. 
 
It is the policy of the Reading-Muhlenberg Career Technology Center not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, 
race, color, or national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by the 
Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI. 
 
Reading-Muhlenberg Career Technology Center will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a 
barrier to admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs. 
 
For information regarding services, activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by handicapped persons, 
contact Mr. Roy Spinka, Assistant Administrator, Telephone (610) 921-7303. (Address below) 
 
Inquiries regarding your rights and grievance procedures should be directed to Mr. Roy Spinka, Assistant Administrator, 
Reading-Muhlenberg Career Technology Center, P.O. Box 13068, Reading, PA 19612-3068.  Telephone (610) 921-7303. 
  
La Escuela Vocacional-Técnica del Area de Reading y Muhlenberg no discrimina en base a sexo, impedimento físico, raza, 
colór, o nacionalidad en ninguno de sus programas educativos o vocaciónales, actividades, o empleo, tal como lo requiere 
el Titulo IX, Sección 504 y Titulo Vi. 
La Escuela Vocacional-Técnica del Area de Reading y Muhlenberg puede asegúrarle que la falta de destrezas en el idioma 
inglés no es un obstáculo para el ingreso y participación en sus programas educativos y vocaciónales. 
 
Para información sobre los servicios, actividades y facilidades accesibles para personas incapacitadas, póngase en 
contacto con al Sr. Roy Spinka,  Asistente Administrador, Teléfono (610) 921-7303. (Dirección abajo) 
 
Cualquier pregunta o queja sobre sus derechos debe ser dirigida al Sr. Roy Spinka, Asistente Administrador, Escuela 
Vocacional-Técnica del Area de Reading y Muhlenberg, P.O. Box 13068, Reading, PA  19612-3068, Teléfono (610) 921-7303. 
  
Every student attending RMCTC in 10th or 11th grade will receive the appropriate social studies course at RMCTC. The 
social studies courses are listed at the end of the other course descriptions. 
 
Every student completing the RMCTC vocational program will receive 3 credits. Students taking social studies at RMCTC 
will receive 1 credit for social studies and 2 credits for their career-technology instructional area for a total of 3 credits. 
Twelfth grade students who are not taking social studies at RMCTC will receive 3 credits for successfully completing the 
program. 
 

Individual Scheduling Process 
Grades 11 and 12 

 
To meet the unique educational needs of specific students, RMCTC will work closely and cooperatively with the home 
school counselor and the student to develop an individually tailored program at the career technology center whenever 
this is appropriate.  Examples of such individualized programs might include:  One semester, one year or two year 
programs for 11th or 12th grade students.  This program could include one or more instructional areas as appropriate.  
These individually planned programs may prove especially helpful for students considering careers in the applied 
sciences, engineering or technologies. In this individual program, a student might (for example) wish to study mechanical 
engineering and desire some practical experience and skill with common machine tools. Such a student could (if his/her 
academic schedule permitted) attend RMCTC to study machine shop for one semester or one year. 
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Course Descriptions    
Reading Muhlenberg Career & Technology Center 2009-2010 

 
ADCA/ADCP  Advertising Design & Commercial Art  
The rapidly changing field of advertising and commercial art requires a person who possesses a wide range of artistic and 
creative skills. Today’s commercial artist must be familiar with many forms of production and illustrative techniques, 
computer graphics and video production, photography, and printing. From simple line drawings to computer-generated 
imaging, the ADC students create production pieces that require them to apply classroom theory to an advertising agency 
workplace. These production pieces include the school’s yearbook, logo design, and video production. While entry-level 
employment is plentiful, students are encouraged to enhance and develop their skills by pursuing post-high school 
education. The ADC course presents many opportunities for self-employment in such areas as design, illustration, and 
multi-media production.   

  
ABRA/ABRP  Automotive Body Repair   
Today’s auto body technicians must be trained in the various aspects of the construction and repair of the modern 
automobile body and framework. Automobile production uses materials and manufacturing techniques that demand that 
the auto body repair technician be competent in metalworking, welding, uni-body construction, surface preparation, 
spray painting and accurate repair estimating. The ABR program prepares its graduates for these tasks. Learning is 
reinforced by continuous applications of auto body repair classroom lessons to the actual repair of automobiles, vans, and 
light trucks. The students use safe and modern repair equipment in all phases of their training.   

 
ATTA/ATTP  Automotive Technology  
The Automotive Technology course includes specialized classroom, and "hands-on" experiences in the diagnosis, 
maintenance and repair of the modern automobile. These experiences entail the understanding of auto engines, power 
train systems, auto chassis and suspension components, and automotive electricity and electronics. There is a continuous 
stream of actual "hands-on" activities, which duplicate the environment of today’s "high-tech" automotive service 
business.   Students have the opportunity to become state-licensed safety inspection mechanics as part of their career and 
technical program.   
 
BAKA/BAKP  Baking & Pastry Arts    
The Baking & Pastry Arts course provides each student with the opportunity to acquire the basic skills and knowledge 
needed for entry-level employment in the baking field or continuing education in various culinary fields. Each student is 
given the opportunity to prepare a variety of baked goods, perform cake decorating, and gain banquet practice. Emphasis 
is stressed in the areas of sanitary practices and procedures. Students are taught the safe operation of both hand tools and 
machine-operated equipment. The equipment is equivalent to that used in commercial baking establishments.   

 
BRKA/BRKP  Bricklaying  
The construction of today’s buildings stresses the use of brick and block more than ever. This course teaches students 
current building and construction methods in a clean and safe working environment. Classroom theory is reinforced by 
"hands-on" brick and block construction projects. In addition, the course includes components of tile setting, patio and 
fireplace construction, and other applications used in the masonry trades. This program is well suited to a person who 
desires working outdoors and enjoys physical activity.  Graduates from this program can enter the work force or continue 
into post secondary education. 
 
BPMA/BPMP  Building & Property Maintenance  
This instructional program prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge and skills in the maintenance and repair of 
residential, office, apartment, and other commercial buildings. The instruction includes the basics of carpentry, millwork, 
plumbing, glazing, electricity, plastering, welding, minor sheet metal, concreting, bricklaying, tile setting, hardware 
usage, heating, ventilation, waterproofing, roofing, and record keeping.  Building & Property Maintenance is an ideal 
program for students who possess an inquisitive nature, enjoy varied tasks, and being physically active.  Students are 
prepared for entry-level work or post-secondary education. 
 
CABA/CABP  Cabinetmaking   
This diverse course prepares its graduates with the necessary skills required of today’s cabinetmaker. Special emphasis is 
placed on developing an appreciation for fine craftsmanship and the design and creation of furniture and cabinetry. Since 
cabinetmaking is a primary component to all woodworking and millwork, its basic skills and knowledge are needed by 
most people who work with wood and wood products. The program stresses the care and safe use of the hand tools and 
powerized machinery used in the production of cabinets, furniture, and general millwork.   
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CARA/CARP  Carpentry 
Carpentry is the basic trade of the residential construction industry. Students are provided "hands-on" training in a wide 
variety of carpentry skills. From creating rough drawings to applying blue prints to installing the finished carpentry 
work, this course reinforces classroom theory with "live" construction projects. Students will gain experience constructing, 
erecting, installing, and repairing structures and fixtures made of wood. The carpentry field presents excellent 
opportunities for individuals who desire immediate employment after high school or plan to pursue post-secondary 
education.   
 
CDTA/CDTP  Computerized Drafting Technology 
The CDT program provides the essential foundations of drafting and engineering principles. Basic theories and practices 
of drafting and engineering are emphasized in "hands-on" application activities. These activities assist the students in 
developing the necessary skills and knowledge required of entry-level employees and for the continuation of education 
within the architectural, engineering, and drafting fields. Among the skills the graduates attain are drawing of mechanical 
devices, machinery, buildings and structures. The CDT course stresses the use of Computer-Aided Drafting and Design 
(CADD) equipment: AUTOCAD software is utilized. The CDT program graduates are in great demand by local business 
and industry; many go on to attain engineering certificates or degrees. Students considering the CDT course are urged to 
complement the technical training with a vigorous program of academic course work at their home school.   
 
COSA/COSP  Cosmetology  
This State Board of Cosmetology-regulated course teaches the art and science of enhancing personal appearance and self-
esteem. It is the branch of applied science that deals with the external beautification of a person through the proper use 
and application of cosmetic products and practices. The program includes both classroom theory and practical 
applications in hair cutting and styling, nail service, cosmetic and make-up analysis, shop management, chemical 
treatment, and cosmetology laws. Cosmetology is a state-licensed program requiring 1250 instructional hours for 
graduation. Upon completing the course, students are prepared to take a State Board of Cosmetology examination for a 
cosmetologist’s license. All students are required to purchase an approved uniform, mannequins, cosmetologist’s kit, and 
required reference books.   
 
CULA/CULP   Culinary Arts  
This highly appealing and interesting area stresses the technology of preparing and serving attractive and nutritious 
foods. This course includes experiences in developing and managing a food service establishment. Also, the training 
provides a complete cycle of food service activities. Included within the scope of these activities are: gourmet and fine 
dining skills, fast food operations, customer service, menu planning, cost-controlling, and other important aspects of food 
service such as sanitation and hygiene. The food service and preparation area is one, which has a host of employment 
opportunities from food service helpers to restaurant management. It is a field of unlimited growth and creativity.  
Program graduates are in constant demand by local businesses.  Many graduating students continue their education at 
any number of culinary schools or colleges.  
 
DTTA/DTTP  Diesel Truck Technology  
Trucks and diesel equipment are part of virtually every aspect of today’s transportation, construction, and manufacturing 
industries. Most of these vehicles are powered by diesel engines. The Diesel Truck Technology course trains its students 
in the repair and servicing of diesel-powered equipment. Special emphasis is placed on the direct needs of local business 
and industry. Classroom theory is enhanced by "hands-on" work involving actual maintenance activities of school owned 
vehicles and equipment. While the emphasis is on diesel engines, gasoline powered equipment and vehicles also are 
included as part of the instructional program. Students have the opportunity to obtain state safety inspection licenses for 
automobiles, light trucks and heavy vehicles.  
 
ECEA/ECEP  Early Childhood Education  
Individuals involved in childcare are employed in day care centers, nursery schools, elementary schools, special 
education programs, Head Start classes, playgrounds, recreation centers and early childhood education centers.  A 
student graduating in this program can qualify as an assistant group supervisor in child day care centers throughout 
Pennsylvania.  The students study all the phases of child development:  physical, social, emotional, and intellectual.  They 
learn about nutrition, guidance, and discipline.  They study how to help the child develop daily living skills and about the 
value of play, literature, music, art, math, and science in child development.  Each student works independently with a 
combination of learning strategies used to enhance that individual’s growth.  Practical experience is provided daily in the 
on-site childcare facility.   
 
ECTA/ECTP  Electronics & Communication Technology  
This exciting and highly individualized course is designed to prepare students to become electronic technicians and to 
prepare them to further their education after graduation. Students learn to use electronic test equipment, soldering/de-
soldering techniques, basic electricity and electronic circuitry, digital electronics, microprocessor repair and industrial 
robotics technology. Trainers and CAI (Computer-Aided Instruction) will be used for "hands-on" experience and to 
develop troubleshooting skills. Many students elect to continue their education and earn advanced placement at many 
post-secondary schools and colleges. Students interested in electrical and electronic engineering will benefit from the 
technical education received in this program.   
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ELTA/ELTP  Electrical Technology  
This highly technical and demanding course is designed to provide students the skills and knowledge necessary to enter 
and progress through the dynamic fields of electrical technology and electrical engineering. Class time is divided so that 
the students benefit from electrical theory lessons reinforced by "hands-on" applications in the program’s state-of-the art 
electrical laboratory.  Modern educational equipment is utilized to prepare the students for careers in the emerging "high-
tech" electrical field. Students learn the basics of residential, commercial and industrial electricity applications.  Program 
graduates are prepared for employment as entry-level electricians or can pursue advanced education at numerous 
colleges, technical schools or apprenticeship programs.   
 
HMPA/HMPP  Health - Medical Professions 
This program provides students the opportunity to explore specific professional programs such as occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, respiratory therapy, massage therapy and alternative therapies.  In addition, students will be exposed to 
surgical and pharmacological procedures.  The Medical Professions course of study includes the following:  ethics, 
communication skills, laboratory skills, medical terminology, medical translation, anatomy and physiology, medical 
abbreviations, First Aid, and Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR).  Opportunities for clinical and job shadowing 
experiences will be provided.  Upon graduation, students may seek immediate employment as an aide in their specific 
area of interest or may decide to pursue additional education offered by health care facilities, colleges or universities. 
 
HMOA/HMOP  Health - Medical Office  
In this pre-professional program, students will learn about and are exposed to the many careers that are involved in a 
medical office environment.  Students are taught the underlying clinical skills, knowledge base, and professional 
requirements that are necessary to have in order to be successful in this field.  Medical assistant, medical transcription, 
health care support, receptionist, coding and billing, and medical secretary skills are introduced.  Field trips, clinical 
experiences, and work-based learning experiences are available to qualified students.  At the end of the program 
completion, students can choose to work in a related entry-level position or pursue post-secondary education. 
 
HNCA/HNCP  Health - Nursing Careers 
This pre-professional course gives students opportunities to acquire the knowledge, skills and acceptable attitudes 
required of a safe, competent worker in the health occupations field.  The course of study includes:  communication skills, 
personal and community health, medical terminology, body structure and functions, cause and effect of disease, First Aid 
and Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitations (CPR), and bedside care.  Field trips and clinical experience will be scheduled in 
local health care facilities.  Senior students may participate in the cooperative work experience program in jobs such as 
nurse aide/assistant, and medical and dietary services.  Upon successful completion of this program, students may secure 
immediate employment as an entry worker in health care facilities or they may continue their education in a specific 
health career such as practical nursing, professional nursing, physical therapy, respiratory care, radiology, dentistry, or 
any number of related medical fields.   
 
HRTA/HRTP  Horticulture  
Horticulture is the process of growing and working with plants.  Here at RMCTC our program is divided into three 
separate areas; Floral Arranging, Greenhouse Management, and Landscaping.  Floral Arranging centers on arranging live 
and artificial flowers in a flower shop setting.  Special attention is paid to developing a creative eye from the basic corsage 
to the most elaborate wedding order.  Greenhouse Management concentrates on the daily tasks of growing and selling 
various greenhouse plants.  The basics of watering, fertilization, transplanting, and monitoring the plants' wellbeing is the 
core of this area.  Landscaping duties include maintaining our outside property by using hand or power tools, designing 
garden areas, and installing a range of landscape products including brick walkways, and stone retaining walls.  The 
students in this last area will be subject to the rigors of an operating landscape “company” by maintaining some of the 57-
acre campus, which the school owns.  Program graduates are prepared to enter the workforce or pursue post-secondary 
education at numerous technical schools and colleges. 
 
ITAA/ITAP  Information Technology Applications  
This course includes classroom theory and “hands-on” applications in word processing, electronic spreadsheets, database 
management, desktop publishing, Visual Basic, Java Programming, and C++.  The students will utilize the Microsoft 
Office Suite, Mavis Beacon typing software, and Visual Studio to gain skills needed in industry.  Any student completing 
the program will have the necessary skills needed for employment in an office environment.  Microsoft Office Specialist 
Certification is available to all seniors.  Students will be expected to read the textbooks and understand basic math 
functions.  ITA students are encouraged to continue their educations at post-secondary schools or institutes. 
 
ITWA/ITWP  Information Technology Web Design  
The Information Technology Web Design course is meant to provide aspiring web designers with the fundamental 
competencies to prepare them for secondary education and to ensure success in the web design field.  The curriculum 
provides students with basic knowledge of operating systems, computer software and hardware, word processing, 
spreadsheet, presentation graphics and database software, internet concepts, HTML and WYSISYG editors, web graphics 
and multimedia, web site design and management, and legal issues related to web design.  Graduates of this program 
will most likely want to pursue post-secondary education. 
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MSTA/MSTP  Machine Shop Technology  
The machinist is a skilled worker who can operate all kinds of machine tools and use precision hand and measuring tools 
to cut, drill, grind or otherwise form a piece of metal or non-metal into a desired shape and size with an extremely high 
degree of precision.  The tool or die maker specializes in producing parts for high performance engines, custom rims and 
molds and dies. Instruction in this area involves making calculations relating to dimensions, tooling, and feeds and 
speeds of machinery.  Also emphasized is work on engine lathes, milling machines, drill press, surface grinders, pedestal 
grinders, and power saws.  Blueprint reading, precision and non-precision measurement, and inspection processes are 
also stressed.  Introduction to Computer Numerical Control (CNC) operations and Programming are included in both 
milling and turning.  Also included is instruction in Mastercam CAD/CAM software.  Program graduates have the ability 
to enter into employment apprenticeship programs or post-secondary education. 

 
MMEA/MMEP  Motorcycle, Marine & Small Engine Technology   
The "small engine" of today is not so small any more and serves us in ways never before imagined! From the large engines 
that propel boats to those that power recreational vehicles and lawn-care machines, all require the services of a highly 
knowledgeable and skilled technician. The MME Technology program teaches its students the theories and applications 
behind the maintenance and repair of a wide variety of motorized equipment and vehicles. This equipment includes 
generators, industrial tow motor lifts and material handling devices used in all phases of warehousing and 
manufacturing. Students reinforce their theory lessons through actual maintenance and repair of appropriate equipment 
and vehicles.    

 
PIDA/PIDP  Painting & Decorating  
The role of painters and interior designers involves more than just making a house, building or room "look nice". Today’s 
crafts-persons in the painting and interior design field must know how the particular paint, wallpaper, carpeting and 
color schemes can complement each other. When a person paints or designs any interior setting, they must account for the 
brightness of an area, the durability of the decorating materials, and the cost of the materials to the customer. These 
considerations also are true for exterior house or building painting.  In the Painting  & Decorating program, students 
acquire the skills and knowledge they must possess in order to be competitive workers in this field. The program 
emphasizes "live work" projects. The students learn not just what to do, but how to do it!   
 
PLHA/PLHP  Plumbing & Heating  
Students enrolled in Plumbing & Heating acquire the basic skills necessary for the proper and safe use of plumbing and 
heating materials, supplies, tools and equipment. Students who successfully complete this course will be able to 
demonstrate competent knowledge and skills in the performance of trade tasks such as: assembling and installing air, gas, 
water and waste disposal systems; cutting, reaming and threading piping materials, waterproofing and sealing joints; 
testing entire systems for leaks through the use of pressure testing devices; installing gas, water, and sanitary plumbing 
fixtures and equipment; reading and implementing blueprint drawings; and designing plumbing and heating systems.   
 
PRIA/PRIP  Printing & Graphic Communications    
This challenging and rewarding training program thoroughly prepares its graduates to enter the comprehensive printing 
and graphic communications field at an "advanced" apprentice level. Techniques of prepress, offset printing and finishing 
are stressed. Among the major task divisions that are taught within the course are composition and design, computer to 
plate procedures, press operations and bindery. The equipment used in the printing course is equal to the equipment 
used in today’s medium to large print shops. In addition to printing theory, learning is enhanced by completing actual 
production printing projects.  Program graduates may enter employment or pursue advanced degrees at various technical 
schools or colleges. 
 
PSSA/PSSP  Public Safety & Security  
The Public Safety & Security program presents a comprehensive public safety education to students interested in 
pursuing a career, volunteer service, or post-secondary education in emergency medical, law enforcement, fire or 
emergency management services.  Students also may find employment in areas of security and industrial safety.  Since all 
areas of public safety must work together, and responsibilities often overlap career boundaries, the student will be 
expected to meet a minimum level of proficiency in all areas of the training program.  Students are required to have a 
high degree of motivation and self-discipline.  Emergency medical services (EMS) prepare students for certification in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and emergency response.  Studies will prepare students to test for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health’s Emergency Medical Technician certification.  Law enforcement covers the Pennsylvania crimes 
and vehicle codes, criminal behavior, corrections, criminal investigations and evidence, patrol procedures, traffic control 
and safety, as well as arrest procedures and the use of force.  Fire science studies prepare students with fire fighting 
essentials, basic vehicle rescue and personal rescue training.  Students will study administration and planning of safety 
procedures and inspections.  The program also offers the firefighting apprenticeship in conjunction with the City of 
Reading Fire Department. 
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RMDA/RMDP  Retailing, Marketing  & Distribution  
This program provides instruction in the field of marketing and distribution. It is a study of all the activities and concepts 
concerned with the flow of industrial and consumer goods in channels of trade and the provision of services to consumers 
or users. This program is concerned with marketing, sales, distribution, merchandising, management and ownership of a 
business. This course prepares individuals to perform marketing functions, such as: selling, buying, pricing, advertising, 
storing, and marketing management. In addition, this program includes emphasis on technical knowledge of products 
and services; related communication and computation skills; and abilities and attitudes associated with human relations 
in private enterprise. The program prepares individuals for occupations in such businesses as retail and wholesale trade, 
hospitality and financial services, distribution and marketing.   
 
SCMA/SCMP  Sewing & Clothing Manufacturing  
This course serves as an excellent springboard into the exciting and challenging world of fashion. Job opportunities are 
plentiful for those with the required career skills. Students learn both from introductory and advanced techniques of 
today’s fashion apparel industry. From following purchased design patterns to creating personal fashion statements, 
students acquire the skills and related knowledge to mark, cut and sew a wide variety of fashions and clothing. Interested 
students should possess originality, creativity, manual dexterity and ambition. While many students utilize this course for 
entry into the apparel industry directly from high school, some students decide to pursue their study at a specialized 
collegiate school of fashion design.  
 
UPHA/UPHP  Upholstery    
This program is by far one of the most unique educational courses taught in Pennsylvania! We are one of the few high 
schools in the nation teaching this novel and specialized craft. It is an excellent trade for a person who desires to start a 
small business and never run out of work.  Whether reupholstering furniture or a car’s interior, the upholsterer’s skills are 
required.  Students in the Upholstery course acquire the necessary skills, knowledge and work ethics required of the 
trade. From safe use of basic hand tools to estimating the costs of materials and labor, the students will enjoy an 
educational environment of "hands-on" projects and meaningful work.  There is always a need for skilled artisans who are 
capable of restoring quality home furnishings. 
 
WMFA/WMFP  Welding & Metal Fabrication  
Welding and metal fabrication is one of the most desired and highest paying trades in American industry. From the basic 
task of simply welding two pieces of metal to the advanced lessons of fabricating metal for pipelines and naval vessels, 
today’s welder must have the skills, and knowledge to meet those varying demands. It’s a complex and challenging trade, 
but the financial rewards and steady work more than compensate! This is a trade that has kept pace with the demands of 
changing technology. The students who successfully complete this rigorous program will acquire expertise in areas of 
"stick", "TIG", "MIG" and oxyacetylene welding; and the uses of plasma cutting and metal brazing. Trade-related safety 
practices and the proper use and maintenance of welding equipment are stressed. 
 

Social Studies at Career and Technology Center 
 

 
211V World Studies 
212V  1 credit 
 
213V Honors World Studies  
214V  1 credit 
 
215V AP World Studies 
216V  1 credit 
 
231V American History 
232V  1 credit 
 
233V Honors American History  
234V  1 credit 
 
235V Advanced American Economics & Government Systems 
236V  1 credit 
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

Introduction 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences Education prepares students for living in the 21st century.  The curriculum assists both males 
and females in developing basic life skills for the combined role as wage earner and family member.  Applied laboratory 
experiences, critical thinking skills, and cooperative learning are integral components of each Family and Consumer Science 
course. 
 
 
807 Strengthening Family & Self Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
This course focuses on personal development and family living.  It is designed to help students meet the challenges of daily 
living in a technological society.  It will help students relate personal experiences to basic concepts and to find solutions for 
practical problems using clear reasoning. 
 
808 Family Care Giving Grades 9-12               6pd/cyl         Sem  .5 credit 
 
This course is designed to give the student skills to assist the family caregiver.  The student will be able to provide assistance 
with the physical, emotional, cognitive, and social needs of loved ones in the home.  The student will be able to use these 
skills when volunteering at care-giving facilities in the community. 
 
809 Parenting   Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is a MUST for anyone who is planning to be a parent after high school.  Decisions for future parenting and 
parental rewards and responsibility will be highlighted.  Students will participate in the Child Development Center. 
 
810 Child Development I   Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit  
 
Child Development I provides the student the opportunity to learn about the development and behavior of children.  
Worthwhile experience will be gained through observation and participation in the Child Development Center. 

 
811 Child Development II   Grades 10-12       6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Child Development I with a minimum grade of "C" 
 
Child Development II is a continuation of Child Development I.  The student will become aware of communication 
techniques and guidance approaches in working with the pre-school-age child.  The focus is on career choices in childcare 
related fields.  Continued observation and participation in the Child Development Center are included. 
 
812 Nutrition and Food I   Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit  
 
This is an introductory course for young men and women in basic nutrition.  Students will become familiar with the Food 
Guide Pyramid and Dietary Guidelines.  Kitchen safety and sanitation will be emphasized.  Several lab experiences will be 
provided. 
 
813 Nutrition and Food II   Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit  
Prerequisite:  Nutrition and Food I-with a minimum grade of “C” 
 
This course will build upon the Nutrition and Foods I course.  Individual food groups will be explored.  Additional time will 
be allotted for preparation of food from the food groups.  A variety of cooking methods will be utilized.  Students must be 
able to work independently and efficiently. 
 
814 Nutrition for Wellness   Grades 10-12    6pd/cyl   Sem  .5 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Nutrition and Food I and II with a minimum grade of “C” or an honors or advanced science course 
 
This course explores the attributes of an adequate diet, fad foods, weight control, and principles of effective meal planning, to 
guide students in meal selections for themselves and future families.  It provides opportunities for food preparation to suit 
the various nutritional needs of teenagers, children, and adults. 
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815 Multi-Cultural Experiences in Foods/Nutrition  
   Grades 10-12     6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Nutrition and Food I and II with a minimum grade of "C" 
 
This course will introduce the student to the culture and cuisine of various countries throughout the world.  A variety of 
cooking techniques will be explored as they relate to different cultures and heritages. 
 
821 Principles of Design   Grades 10-12     6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit  
 
This course investigates the principles and elements of design that relate to either interior design, fashion design, or 
merchandising.  It will explore colors and color schemes.  Throughout the course, students' skills will be used to create a 
design portfolio. 

 
823 Needle Arts and Crafts   Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl  Sem  .5 credit 
  
Needlecrafts and leisure arts activities will be offered to students wishing to learn skills that can be used during leisure time.  
Students work at their own levels from beginner to advanced, and learn new skills or improve the old ones.  Materials will be 
provided to develop basic skills.  The students will assume additional costs.  Student projects may include needlepoint, 
embroidery, knitting, and cross-stitching. 
 
825 Human Growth/Development  Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Sem  .5 credit 
 
This course is designed for advanced students who are planning a career that deals with children; i.e. early childhood, 
elementary education, child psychology, developmental psychology, etc.  The course covers the development of children 
from conception and prenatal development to infancy, childhood, and adolescence.  Topics include cognitive, language, 
social, and emotional development.  .   
 
828 Pregnant & Parenting Teens   Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
This course provides support and information for pregnant students, fathers-to-be and those students already parenting.  
Topics covered include, but are not limited to, practical applications of child development, parenting skills, discipline, 
nutrition, personal teen development, career planning, budgeting, and developing a support network. 
 
*829 Student Instructional Aide  Grade 12 12pd/cyl  Yr  2 credits (SIA2) 
*830 Student Instructional Aide  Grade 12 18pd/cyl  Yr  3 credits (SIA3) 
*SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIRED 
**Physical and pre-employment certification is required. 
 
This is a course for seniors who have elementary education in mind, or are thinking of any career that involves working with 
children.  Opportunities also are provided for those students desiring experience in working with the handicapped or other 
special needs children.  Instructional seminars and laboratory experiences will be held at the high school one day each week.  
The other four days, students will work as assistants to teachers in local elementary schools, pre-schools, and other 
community service areas.   
 
831 Child Care Services I   Grade 10-12        12pd/cyl  Yr  2 credits 
**Physicals and pre-employment certification is required. 
 
This is an introductory course for those students wishing to enter the field of early childhood education.  Students will have a 
chance to study child development by interacting with and observing children in the Child Development Center and learn 
how to be a responsible caregiver while planning and creating activities for children. 
 
832 Child Care Services II   Grade 11-12        12pd/cyl  Yr  2 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Child Care Services I with a minimum grade of "C" 
**Physicals and pre-employment certification is required. 
 
Experience your role of caregiver in our Child Development Center.  Assume the responsibility of creating learning centers 
and activities for the children.  Use your knowledge and skills to enhance your function as a caregiver. 
 
 



 

 

 

47 

833 Child Care Services III   Grade 12      16pd/cyl  Yr 2.67 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Child Care Services II with a minimum grade of "C"  
**Physicals and pre-employment certification is required. 
 
Put your knowledge and skills to use by participating in a work experience with children.  Employment as well as volunteer 
opportunities will be presented at the YMCA Day Care and in the community.  Enhance professionalism and employment 
skills.  Child Development Associate preparation and professional development records will be completed.  *An articulation 
agreement has been established with the Reading Area Community College, granting college credit for competencies 
mastered at the high school level.  Students are encouraged to take competency tests after completing the senior year and 
earn up to nine college credits at the Reading Area Community College. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SUPPORT 
 

All students receiving special education may select from the courses described in the Course of Studies book.  
Individualized Education Plan teams should consider the least restrictive environment course wherever possible.  
Students will receive additional instructional support as needed.  The Reading School District offers a continuum of 
instructional settings and services through the development of an Individualized Education Plan. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION PROGRAM 
 

Reading High School provides an English as a Second Language (ESL) program for students whose native language is 
one other than English.  The main goal of the program is to develop English proficiency in listening/understanding, 
speaking, reading, and writing while allowing the students to achieve grade level standards to succeed in mainstream 
classes, higher education, the workplace, and society in general.  The ELA program provides integrated, standards-based 
instruction based on student levels of English proficiency.  Student progress is assessed annually to determine English 
proficiency level and appropriate placement for the following school year.  In addition to the courses listed in this section, 
English language learners will participate in all content area courses that are required for graduation.  Some course 
sections are offered in English with native language support or sheltered English instruction for non-English proficient 
students.  The courses follow the same outline and requirements as the English-only sections.  These course sections are 
identified by a number code followed by the letter M.  In science, for example, 510M, provides native language support or 
sheltered English instruction.   To ensure equal access to courses given at other levels in other departments, every effort 
will be made to accommodate speakers of other languages within the general course offerings on an individual basis. 
 
8800 ESL I  12pd/cyl  Yr 2 credits 
 
This two period block provides ESL instruction for students who are at the ENTERING level of English language 
proficiency.  This level of ESL is provided for second language learners who initially have limited or no understanding of 
English.  They rarely use English for communication.  They respond nonverbally to simple commands, statements, and 
questions.  At the earliest stage, these learners construct meaning from text primarily through illustrations, graphs, maps, 
and tables.  The instructional emphasis of the class is on building the Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) of 
the learner.  English language learners acquire oral English survival skills as well as the rudiments of reading, writing, 
and the cultural aspects of the English language.  One of the periods is dedicated to reading and writing, while the second 
period is focused instruction on listening and speaking. 
 
8810 ESL II                                   12pd/cyl  Yr   2 credits 
 
This two period block provides ESL instruction for students who are at the BEGINNING level of English language 
proficiency.  This level is provided for second language learners who can understand phrases and short sentences.  They 
can communicate limited information in simple everyday and routine situations by using memorized phrases, groups of 
words, and formulae.  They can use selected simple structures correctly but still systematically produce basic errors.  
Students begin to use general academic vocabulary and familiar everyday expressions.  Errors in writing are present that 
often hinder communication.  This course provides English language learners the opportunity to increase the Basic 
Interpersonal Communication Skills and to introduce them to the basic stages of Cognitive Academic Language 
Proficiency (CALP).  One of the periods is dedicated to reading and writing, while the second period is focused 
instruction on listening and speaking. 
 
8820 ESL III  12pd/cyl  Yr 2 credits 
8821 ESL III (CTC)                         6pd/cyl  Yr.  1 credit 
 
This two period block provides ESL instruction for students who are at the DEVELOPING level of English language 
proficiency.  This level of ESL is designed for students who understand more complex speech but still may require some 
repetition.  They use English spontaneously but may have difficulty expressing all their thoughts due to a restricted 
vocabulary and a limited command of language structure.  Students at this level speak in simple sentences, which are 
comprehensible and appropriate, but which are frequently marked by grammatical errors.  Proficiency in reading may vary 
considerably.  Students are most successful constructing meaning from texts for which they have background knowledge 
upon which to build.  This course provides English language learners the opportunity to refine the Basic Interpersonal 
Communication Skills (BICS) and to further develop Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  One of the periods 
is dedicated to reading and writing, while the second period is focused instruction on listening and speaking.  The one credit 
section of Level III ESL is designed for CTC students and instruction will be focused on reading and writing.  
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8830 ESL IV   12pd/cyl  Yr  2 credits    
8831 ESL IV(CTC)   6pd/cyl Yr.  1 credit    
 
This two period block provides ESL instruction for students who are at the EXPANDING level of English language 
proficiency.  This level of ESL is designed for students whose language skills are adequate for most day-to-day 
communication needs.  They communicate in English in new or unfamiliar settings but have occasional difficulty with 
complex structures and abstract academic concepts.  Students at this level may read with considerable fluency and are 
able to locate and identify the specific facts within the text.  However, they may not understand texts in which the 
concepts are presented in a decontextualized manner, the sentence structure is complex, or the vocabulary is abstract or 
has multiple meanings.  They can read independently but may have occasional comprehension problems, especially when 
processing grade-level information.  This course challenges English language learners to further increase Cognitive 
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  One period is for focused instruction on reading and writing, while the other 
period focuses on speaking and listening.  The one credit section of Level IV ESL is designed for CTC students and 
instruction will be focused on reading and writing.   

 
8840 ESL V  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
This one period block provides ESL instruction for students who are at the BRIDGING level of English language 
proficiency.  This level of ESL is designed for students who can express themselves fluently and spontaneously on a wide 
range of personal, general, academic, or social topics in a variety of contexts.  They are poised to function in an 
environment with native speaking peers with minimal language support or guidance.  Students have a good command of 
technical and academic vocabulary as well as idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms.  They can produce clear, 
smoothly flowing, well-structured texts of differing lengths and degrees of linguistic complexity.  Errors are minimal, 
difficult to spot, and generally corrected when they occur.  Emphasis is given to mastering reading and writing skills that 
are applicable to all academic and career situations.  Grade level curriculum materials supplement the ESL curriculum 
and the second language learners are able to facilitate their transition into the mainstream.   
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ART 
 

Introduction 
 

 
Art classes at Reading High School are taught in a variety of studio settings.  It is important to note that all classes offered 
by the Art Department require creative thought and some drawing.  Most classes are designed sequentially and 
prerequisites and recommendations should be strictly adhered to.  Art I-Art IV courses include sequential experience in a 
variety of media.  It should be noted that Art and Tech I-IV courses are offered on a Mac platform and do require drawing 
and design skills. 
 
900 Intro to Sculpture  Grade 10-12 6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is an introductory 3-dimensional design class with an emphasis on fundamental skill building, theory, basic 
techniques, craftsmanship, and safety regarding proper use and maintenance of tools and equipment.  It will focus on the 
elements and principles of 3-dimensional design studio experiences and may include ceramics, plaster, paper mache, 
wire, wood, and assemblage. 
 
909 Introduction to Art  Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is an introduction to the foundation of fine art.  It will emphasize the use of elements and principles of design 
primarily with regard to 2-dimensional work.  Students will gain awareness of artistic styles within a specific period.  
Studio experiences may include drawing, painting, design, lettering, and printmaking.  Students interested in moving on 
to Art II must also take Craft Design I.  Intro to Art and Craft Design I curricula are the same as Art I.  Any student who 
successfully completes both of these classes may omit Art I and move directly to Art II with teacher approval. 
 
910 Craft Design I  Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
This course is an introduction to the foundation of the fine art of crafts.  It will emphasize fundamental skill building, 
theory, basic technique, craftsmanship, and safety with regard to studio practices of 3-dimensional design.  Students will 
gain awareness of artistic styles within a specific period.  Studio experiences may include ceramics, jewelry making, 
basketry, weaving, stitching, and papermaking.  Students interested in moving on to Art II must also take Intro to Art. 
Intro to Art and Craft Design I curricula are the same as Art I.  Any student who successfully completes both of these 
classes may omit Art I and move directly to Art II with teacher approval. 
 
911 Craft Design II  Grades 10-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Craft Design I or Art I 
 
This is an intermediate program in Arts and Crafts II for students who are interested in continuing to make things with 
their hands such as:  ceramic hand building, jewelry, throwing clay on the potter’s wheel, basketry, weaving, 
papermaking, etc.  Skill building, craftsmanship and safety will be incorporated.  You will explore crafts from the past 
and present as you seek to find ideas to express yourself. 
 
912 Art I   Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Middle school art teacher recommendation or teacher approval based on portfolio/academics.  Art I 
curriculum is the same as Intro to Art and Craft Design I.  Students who have successfully completed Intro to Art or 
Craft I should not be enrolled in Art I. 
 
This is a foundation program in fine arts and the fine art of crafts.   Emphasis will be on fundamental skill building, 
theory, basic technique, craftsmanship and safety with regards to studio habits.  It will focus on the elements and 
principles of 2 and 3-dimensional art experiences including:  drawing, painting, design, lettering, printmaking, sculpture, 
ceramic hand building, jewelry, basketry, papermaking, weaving, etc.  Students also gain an awareness of artistic styles 
within a time period.   
 
913 Art II  Grades 10-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
914 Art II  Grades 10-12 12pd/cyl  Yr 2 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art I or Intro to Art and Craft Design I or teacher approval based on portfolio 
and academics. 
 
This is an intermediate program in fine arts and crafts, which explores sequential problems in a variety of art mediums.  
Studio experiences are designed to build skill and technique levels of the serious art student.  Studio experiences may 
include drawing, ceramics, color pencil, painting, weaving, and printmaking. 
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915 Art III Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
916 Art III Grades 11-12  12pd/cyl Yr 2 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Art II or teacher approval based on portfolio/academics 
 
Art III is an advanced intermediate program in fine arts and crafts.  Students continue to explore and develop as artists by 
working through design problems and exploration of media.  Experimentation and personal expression is encouraged.  
Students will begin to assemble works suitable for portfolio review and will be involved in career exploration as well as 
post-secondary opportunities in the arts.  Studio experiences may include graphite, pen and ink, colored pencil, ceramics, 
and paint.  Historical context and research will be presented as relevant. 
 
917 Art IV  Grade 12                             6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
918 Art IV  Grade 12 12pd/cyl  Yr 2 credits 
*Prerequisite:  Art III or teacher approval based on portfolio/academics 
 
Art IV is an advanced program in fine arts and crafts.  Students are encouraged to develop as artistic individuals through 
analytical problem solving.  Skills addressed will challenge the students to draw from skills from previous classes.  
Students also will participate in workshops held at the Goggle Center for the Arts, which may include glassblowing, glass 
fusion, raku, printmaking, and jewelry design.  Students will continue to assemble works suitable for portfolio review and 
will be involved in career exploration as well as post secondary opportunities in the arts. 
 
919 Adv Portfolio Preparation Grade 12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Art IV or teacher approval based on portfolio/academics 
 
The standards and expectations for portfolio students are for the high performance level achievers interested in furthering 
their art education at a post secondary institute.  Students are required to produce a portfolio of 15 to 20 of their best and 
most recent works to be used during the portfolio review process.  Students also will participate in workshops held at the 
Goggle Center for the Arts which may include glassblowing, glass fusion, raku, printmaking, and jewelry design.  
Presentations by college recruiting representatives are available. SENIOR ART EXHIBIT REQUIRED. 
 
920 Exploring Art  Grades 11-12  6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
This is the study of visual and performing arts with emphasis placed on art history and its influences on society from 
contemporary to historical.  Critical viewing skills and interpretation will also be addressed.  Videos, field trips, reading, 
reports and a variety of studio experiences are required.  It is highly recommended for any college bound student as a 
good foundation course for a liberal arts major. 
 
921 Intro to Computer Art Technology I      
  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
*Previous art experience is highly recommended 
 
This is an introductory computer art class designed to incorporate digital media experience with art design and 
expression.  Application and knowledge of the visual language of design as well as art making skills are required.  Classes 
are taught on Apple computers and may use software programs such as Painter, Photoshop, and Illustrator.  Digital 
photography, Bitmap, and victor images will be explored. 
 
922 Intro to Computer Art Technology II        
  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit      
*Prerequisite:  Intro to Computer Art Technology I 
 
This course is a continuation and expansion of the themes and technology presented in Intro to Computer Art Technology 
I.  Intro to Art or Art I is highly recommended before taking this class.  This course utilizes Painter and Adobe Photoshop.   
 
923 Computer Art Technology III      
  Grades 10-12  6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Introduction to Computer Art Technology I & II 
 
This course combines advanced level experiences with a variety of software programs including Painter, Photoshop and 
Adobe Illustrator,  scanning, and digital photography.  It is particularly important for the student who wishes to major in 
Communication Design/Advertising/Illustration or Art Education. 
 
924 Studio Art Tech  Grades 11-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Successful completion of a “C” or better in Computer Art Tech III 
 
This is an advanced program in art technology with a variety of software programs, including Painter, Photoshop, 
Illustrator, Dreamweaver, and Flash.   
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925 Community Art             Grades 11-12          6pd/cyl         Yr                 1 credit 
 
Community art is a class designed for students to study and create public works of art.  Emphasis will be placed on 
collaborative design of works to be installed on school property or in the local community.  These projects may range in 
scale from small temporary installations to large permanent pieces.  The students will experience real life applications 
with regard to design consideration, research, proposals and presentations, grant writing, and community service as well 
as the fabrication, installation, and documentation of the projects.  Possible media may include mural painting, mosaic, 
mixed media, installation, and earthworks. 
 
927 Sculpture II  Grades 11-12  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Intro to Sculpture 
 
This is an intermediate program in 3-dimensional design for students interested in furthering their understanding of 
sculpture and 3-D design.  Studio experiences may include wood, plaster, wire, clay, paper mache, and assemblage. 
 
928 Ceramics Grades 11-12  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Craft Design II or Art II 
 
This is a foundational class exploring clay as a medium.  Various building techniques such as hand building, wheel and 
slip casting will be included.  Additionally, glazing techniques will be investigated. 
 
 

MUSEUM EXPERIENCE 
(See description for Museum Courses on pages 59-60.) 

 
 
926 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year I   
Grades 10-12  Art   6pdcyl Yr 1 credit                                                                   
 
The Art component for the Museum Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural connections by 
examining artifacts, materials, tools and technologies of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year I 
are:  Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  In addition, students' studio experiences include working in a variety 
of media and techniques such as:  block printing, drawing, paper mache, painting, book making, sculpture, and weaving.  
The Art component of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and the Social Studies 
components. 
 
926A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year I 
Grades 10-12  Art  6pd/cyl Yr  1 credit   
 
The Art component for the Museum Experience I is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural connections by 
examining artifacts, materials, tools and technologies of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied during Year I 
are:  Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, India, and China.  In addition, students' studio experiences include working in a variety 
of media and techniques such as:  block printing, drawing, paper mache, painting, book making, sculpture, and weaving.  
Advanced students will be required to complete an additional research project for each unit studied.  The Art component 
of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and the Social Studies components. 
 
929 Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year II 
Grades 11-12  Art  6pd/cyl Yr  1 credit 
 
The Art component for the Museum Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural connections by 
examining artifacts, materials, tools and technologies of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied in Year II are:  
Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America and South America.  Art studio experiences include working 
with various media such as:  drawing, painting, watercolors, paper mache, sculpture, and sewing.  The Art component of 
the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and the Social Studies components. 
 
929A Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year II 
Grades 11-12  Art  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
The Art component for the Museum Experience II is designed to allow students to make cross-cultural connections by 
examining artifacts, materials, tools and technologies of various world cultures.  The world cultures studied in Year II are:  
Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, North America and South America.  Art studio experiences include working 
with various media such as:  drawing, painting, watercolors, paper mache, sculpture, and sewing.  Advanced students 
will be required to complete an additional research project for each unit studied.  The Art component of the Museum 
Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and the Social Studies components. 
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929C Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year III                                                                  
Grade 12  Art    6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
The Art component for the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will allow 
students to apply previous art skills acquired in Years I and II.  The first part requires students to examine current world 
events and issues, while the second part is based on personal art interpretations to express an individual awareness of 
issues such as:  poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women's issues, globalization, and urban 
problems.  The Art component of the Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and Social 
Studies components.  Outside research and related projects are required.    
 
929CA Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year III 
Grade 12  Art   6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit 
 
The Art component for the Museum Humanities Experience III is designed as an independent study that will allow 
students to apply previous art skills acquired in Years I and II.  The first part requires students to examine current world 
events and issues, while the second part is based on personal art interpretations to express an individual awareness of 
issues such as:  poverty, peace and conflict, human rights, environment, women's issues, globalization, and urban 
problems.   Advanced students are required to complete outside research and related projects.  The Art component of the 
Museum Experience must be taken in conjunction with the English and Social Studies components.  Outside research and 
related projects are required.    
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MUSIC 
 

Introduction 
 
The Music Department provides a number of both performance-based and music enrichment classes.  We offer a number 
of opportunities for students to express their music through our band, chorus and orchestra classes.  Please note that 
many of our classes have pre-requisites and/or teacher approvals that are needed before applying for a class.    For 
students who are interested in gaining a broader understanding of music, we offer a number of music enrichment classes.  
Students who are looking to pursue a music career or want a deeper understanding about music will have the 
opportunity to enroll in some of our more intensive classes that cover music theory, composition, and analysis. 
 
930 Music Listening  Grades 9-10   6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
 
If you like music and would like to learn about music of a wide range of styles and cultures, then you should consider taking 
this class.  You will learn how to improve your listening habits by studying different musical patterns and structures. 
 
931 Pop Music 20th Century  Grades 9-10  6pd/cyl Sem .5 credit 
 
 During this class, you will become familiar with the pop music industry and how it has evolved over the past 100 years.  
We will study the connections between the growth of the music industry and its effect on American culture. 
 
932 Introduction to Music Major  Grades 9-10       6pd/cyl               Sem                            .5 credit 
 
If you are interested in music and would like to learn more about how to read and write music, as well as sing basic 
melodies using the "solfege" syllable system, then you should consider this class.  The topics to be covered include writing 
in treble and bass clef, rhythms, scales, and basic chords.  If you take this class, be prepared to sing some basic music 
examples for quizzes and tests. 
 
933 Music Major I  Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Intro to Music Major and/ or Teacher Approval 
 
If you would like a more intensive look at the structure and function of music, you should consider taking this class.  This 
class studies music theory and ear training.  We will learn to read, write, analyze and sing rhythms, chords, and scales.  The 
course also will include listening and analyzing music from the Baroque period, including composers like Bach and Vivaldi. 
 
934 Music Major II  Grades 10-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Music Major I 
 
If you took Music Major I and would like to study more complex music structures, this level of music major will work with 
multiple music clefs in reading and writing.  Sight singing examples will include minor keys and more complex rhythms.  In 
this level, we also will include harmonic ear training.  We also will study the history and music of both the Classical and 
Romantic Eras, including works by Mozart and Beethoven. 
 
935 Music Major III Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl       Yr.          1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Music Major II 
 
If you enjoyed Music Major I and II, then Music Major III will give you a major head start in the pursuit of a music career.  
You will study chord inversions and relationships and advanced music writing rules.  Ear training will include 
compound meters, all major and minor keys and modes.  Students will harmonize melodies and write more complex 
musical structures.  You will learn the history of Renaissance and 20th century music. 
 
943 Voice Class I                                Grades 9-10               3pd/cyl                     Yr            .5   credit 
 
If you like to sing and would like to learn more about the voice and how to become a better singer, then you should sign 
up for voice class.  We will discuss and practice breathing habits, voice exercises, and prepare solo pieces to sing for the 
class.   
 
954 Voice Class for Musical Theatre 
 Grades 11-12                6pd/cyl                       Sem                    .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Voice Class I, Concert Choir or Teacher Approval 
 
This is a course designed for anyone interested in singing Musical Theatre (Broadway) songs.  You will sing traditional and 
modern songs written for musicals as well as audition techniques and a brief musical theatre history               
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938 Orchestra/Choir  Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you like to sing and play violin, viola, cello or bass, then you should take this class.  You will attend orchestra and 
chorus on an alternating schedule.  If you are enrolled in this class, you will be required to participate in any after-school 
rehearsals and performances.  Sectionals are an extension of orchestra and choir and will be held once a cycle on a 
rotating basis.  
 
939 Band/Chorus  Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you like to sing and play a wind or percussion instrument in band, then you should take this class.  You will attend band 
and chorus on an alternating schedule.  If you are enrolled in this class, you will be required to participate in any after-school 
marching band or choir related rehearsals and performances.  Sectionals are an extension of band and chorus and will be held 
once a cycle on a rotating basis.  
 
942 Concert Choir                                 Grades 9-10                         6pd/cyl                      Yr                 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you like to sing in chorus then consider enrolling in concert choir.  We study many choral works, ranging from traditional 
to more modern works.  You will be required to attend a minimal amount of after-school rehearsals and performances. 

    
951 Concert Choir Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you like to sing in chorus, then consider enrolling in concert choir.  We study many choral works, ranging from 
traditional to more modern works.  You will be required to attend a minimal amount of after-school rehearsals and 
performances. 
 
944 Piano Accompaniment I            Grades 9-10                     3pd/cyl                    Yr.               .5 credit 
*Prerequisites:  Member of Band, Chorus, or Orchestra 
                           Teacher Approval (Audition) 
 
If you are an advancing pianist and would like more experience accompanying large ensembles, then this course will 
provide you with a unique opportunity.  You will perform works with the grades 9-10 chorus. 
 
952 Piano Accompaniment II   Grades 11-12 2pd/cyl  Yr .33 credit 
*Prerequisites:  Member of Band, Chorus, or Orchestra 
                            Teacher Approval (Audition) 
 
If you are an advanced pianist and would like more experience accompanying large ensembles, then this course will 
provide you with a unique opportunity.  You will perform works with the chorus, orchestra, or band, as well as develop 
your piano technique. 
 
945 Piano Class I  Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl  Sem        .5 credit 
 
If you want to learn how to play piano and are interested in learning how to read music, then this is the perfect class for 
you.  You will learn how to read treble and bass clef, read basic rhythms, and perform scales and pieces involving 
melodies with simple chords.  If you take this class, you will be required to groom your fingernails in order to 
demonstrate proper playing position.  You will be given assignments and should be prepared to practice outside of class. 

 
946 Piano Class II   Grades 11-12 6pd/cyl  Sem .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:   Piano Class I or an Audition 
 
This class will help to expand your piano skills further than the basics offered in Piano Class I.  The pieces covered in this 
class will include more complex melodies and harmonies.  You will play works that require more independence of the left 
and right hands and involve multiple playing positions across the keyboard.  You will be expected to practice outside of 
class and also keep your nails groomed, in order to demonstrate proper playing position. 
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947 Band    Grades 9-12  6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you play a wind or percussion instrument in band or are involved in the color guard of the marching band, then you 
should take this class.  As part of the band, you will perform music from the marching band and concert band seasons.  You 
will be expected to attend all after-school marching band and concert band rehearsals and performances.  Sectionals are an 
extension of band and will be held once a cycle on a rotating basis. 
 
948 Symphony Orchestra/Band Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you play an orchestra and/or band instrument, then you should take this class.  You will attend orchestra and band on 
both a seasonal and alternating schedule.  If you are enrolled in this class, you will be required to participate in any after-
school marching band or orchestra related rehearsals and performances.  Wind players and percussionists interested in 
performing with the symphony orchestra should come prepared to perform possible solos.  Sectionals are an extension of 
symphony orchestra and band and will be held once a cycle on a rotating basis. 
 
949 String Orchestra  Grades 9-12 6pd/cyl Yr 1 credit  
*Prerequisite:  Audition 
 
If you enjoy violin, viola, cello or bass, then you should take this class.  You will perform a wide array of musical styles in 
both string orchestra and full orchestra settings.  If you are enrolled in this class, you will be required to participate in any 
after-school rehearsals and performances.  Sectionals are an extension of string orchestra and will be held once a cycle on a 
rotating basis. 
 
953 Songwriting Class                       Grades 11-12                 6pd/cyl                        Sem                .5 credit 
*Prerequisite:  Teacher Approval 
 
Enroll in this class to explore the fundamental musical and lyrical concepts of songwriting.  We will focus on writing 
melodies, chord progressions, and lyrics.  Additional topics covered include a brief history of songwriting and the production 
of a song demo recording.  If you take this class, you should be able to play a chordal instrument (for example:  guitar, piano, 
etc.) and/or have a strong singing ability.  
 
Symphony Orchestra (Audition)   After School Co-Curricular Activity           
*Prerequisites: 

• String Players  -  Member of String Orchestra 

• Wind and Percussion  -  Member of Band 

• Keyboard  -  Member of Band, Chorus, or Orchestra 
 
This course involves preparation and performances of significant symphonic orchestra music.  Participants must attend all 
after-school rehearsals and concerts. 

 
Jazz Band (Audition)    After School Co-Curricular Activity                                   
*Prerequisites: 

• Bass and Guitar  -  Member of Band and/or Orchestra 

• Wind and Percussion  -  Member of Band 

• Keyboard  -  Member of Band, Chorus or Orchestra   
 
This course involves preparation and performance of big band jazz. 
 
Select Choir (Audition)    After School Co-Curricular Activity                                                   
 
This is an auditioned choir of singers from 938, 939, and 942.  All rehearsals are after school!  First semester, the choir 
sings madrigals and other music composed for small choirs.  Second semester, the choir performs jazz and popular music. 
 
String Ensemble (Audition)    After School Co-Curricular Activity 
 
This is an audition chamber strings group of string players enrolled in 938, 948 and 949.  All rehearsals are held after 
school.  Students perform a variety of musical styles ranging from classical to more contemporary works.  String 
ensemble performs actively both at school and in community events throughout the year.   
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

LIBRARY 
 
959 Library  6pd/cyl  Fall .5 credits 
960 Library  6pd/cyl  Spring .5 credits  
Grades 9-12 
*Special Application Required 
 
Although volunteers staff most school libraries, students may elect library as a regular course. The course includes basic 
library skills in filing, shelf reading, processing books, and working at the circulation desk and in the computer resource 
room.  The student’s grade will be based on attendance, class participation, and willingness to perform duties. 
 
 

SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Service-Learning/Volunteering  
Grades 9-12  
  
The credit will be determined by your logbook entries, reflections, and the following minimum time spent 
volunteering/service-learning. 
   
 30 hours                                  .25 credit 
   60 hours         .50 credit 
   90 hours   .75 credit 
                120 hours   1.00 credit 
      
Service to our community allows students in grades 9-12 to receive credit for volunteering their time and talents to a 
variety of community needs.  The amount of credit is dependent upon the hours served as a volunteer both within the 
Reading High School time frame and outside in the community on your personal time.  All students who participate in 
this program must keep a log of their service date, activity, time, reflection, and signature of the person in charge.  
Students must fill out appropriate registration materials with the faculty advisor prior to volunteering.   
 

JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS 
(JROTC) 

 
970 JROTC-Leadership I  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
 
JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training) is a four-year course designed to prepare the students for their chosen careers 
after high school.  Students may enter at any grade level.  The course also teaches leadership and personal skills through 
drill and discipline.  Wearing of a military uniform once a week, while following Marine Corps grooming standards, is 
required, i.e. length of hair/no facial hair, shaving once a week is a requirement.  It includes extensive physical training 
(twice a week).  Students with medical problems such as asthma or heart conditions should not enroll in this course.  
Although the United States Marine Corps sponsors the program, there is no military obligation.  The course offers 
extracurricular activities, such as Color Guard, Drill Team, and Marksmanship Team.  This will meet the student’s 
physical education requirement.  
 
971 JROTC-Leadership II  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl  Yr            1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  JROTC-Leadership I 
 
The course description is the same as Leadership I except that leadership classes are more in-depth and students are 
expected to play a larger role in the training of Leadership I students.  This course builds on the foundations gained in the 
Leadership I course.  This will meet the student’s physical education requirement. 
 
972 JROTC-Leadership III  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl  Yr  1 credit 
*Prerequisite:  JROTC-Leadership I & II 
 
The course description is the same as Leadership I except that students will be required to fill billets within the JROTC 
organization, and increased participation in after school activities is encouraged.  This will meet the student’s physical 
education requirement. 
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973 JROTC-Leadership IV  Grades 9-12   6pd/cyl  Yr 1 credit 
 
The student will be assigned to JROTC I classes.  The student will be expected to teach classes and lead physical fitness 
exercises.  Emphasis in this class will be in planning, leadership, and development of freshman.  This will meet the student’s 
physical education requirement. 
 

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROJECT (ECAP) 
 
Grade 12 and select Grade 11 students          
2 to 3 credits 
 
This program is a learning alternative for twelfth-grade students.  After attending morning classes, these students are 
released from school to take part in a supervised Cooperative Education Work Experience.  There is a required classroom 
theory portion that meets everyday for one period.  The theory class provides information on job seeking, acquiring a job, 
and keeping a job.  Laws that affect the young worker are discussed.  The course gives many suggestions for personal 
living as it affects the worker and his/her work.  Basic skills and knowledge in job-related math, oral and written 
communication, and fundamentals of career economics will be reinforced.  Discussions will be held on topics such as pay 
and fringe benefits, time planning, money management, and job safety.  The work-experience part of the program 
requires the student to work in an approved job during the school week throughout the entire school year.  Wage reports 
and weekly job-duty logs are required.  A certified teacher/coordinator visits the student in the work environment and 
offers guidance and suggestions for improving work performance.  The employer also evaluates the student.  This 
evaluation in conjunction with the classroom performance becomes the basis for the student’s grade.  Students must 
apply with Mr. Reichart prior to enrollment. 

 

MUSEUM COURSES 
 
Honors Museum Humanities Experience Years I and II  
Grades 10-12 3 credits   
 (See individual course descriptions under the English, Social Studies and Art sections of the Course of Studies Book.) 
 
The Humanities Experience is an integrated course that allows students to study the history, literature, and art of various 
world civilizations.  Students will identify human commonalities among various world cultures using the themes of 
geography, family, spirituality, and politics.  Students will attend Reading High School for half of the day taking science, 
mathematics, and specials, and an elective.  The other half of the day will be spent at the Reading Public Museum, taking 
English, Social Studies, and an Art elective.  The literature, history, and art of various cultural periods will be studied, 
utilizing the resources available at the Museum. 
 
 Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Years I and II  
Grades 10-12         3 credits  
(See individual course descriptions under the English, Social Studies and Art sections of the Course of Studies Book.) 
 
The Humanities Experience is an integrated course that allows students to study the history, literature, and art of various 
world civilizations.  Students will identify human commonalities among various world cultures using the themes of 
geography, family, spirituality, and politics.  Students will attend Reading High School for half of the day taking science, 
mathematics, and specials, and an elective.  The other half of the day will be spent at the Reading Public Museum, taking 
English, Social Studies, and an Art elective.  The literature, history, and art of various cultural periods will be studied, 
utilizing the resources available at the Museum.  Students will be required to complete an additional research project for 
each unit studied. 
 
Honors Museum Humanities Experience Year III                  
Grade 12  3 credits 
(See individual course descriptions under the English, Social Studies, and Art sections of the Course of Studies Book) 
 
The third year of the Humanities Experience is an independent study that is based on the previous integrated study of 
humans throughout time and their connection to geography, family, spirituality, and politics.  Students will examine 
current world events and issues through research and literature.  In addition, the course will focus on personal career 
development and community involvement.  Students will attend Reading High School for half of the day, taking science, 
math, specials, and an elective.  The other half of the day will be spent at the Reading Public Museum, taking English, 
Social Studies, and an Art elective.  
 



 

 

 

60 

Advanced Museum Humanities Experience Year III                      
Grade 12  3 credits 
(See individual course descriptions under the English, Social Studies, and Art sections of the Course of Studies Book) 
 
The third year of the Humanities Experience is an independent study that is based on the previous integrated study of 
humans throughout time and their connection to geography, family, spirituality, and politics.  Students will examine 
current world events and issues through research and literature.  In addition, the course will focus on personal career 
development and community involvement.  Students will attend Reading High School for half of the day, taking science, 
math, specials, and an elective.  The other half of the day will be spent at the Reading Public Museum, taking English, 
Social Studies, and an Art elective.  Students will be required to complete an additional research project for each unit 
studied. 

EUROPEAN EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
                           
Grades 10-12                                
.5 credit 
*Special application required 
*Student applicant does not need to be enrolled in a German class, but enrollment in a world language class is preferred 
 
The German Exchange Program is a cultural exchange that allows students to travel to Europe and, in return, to host a 
German student during the school year.  The program is designed to be a cultural exchange and is supported by both the city 
of Reading and its sister city, Reutlingen, Germany.  Students will stay with a family in Germany and attend school for a two-
week period.  During this time, they will have the opportunity to travel and visit historical and cultural places of interest.  
The following semester, the Reading students become hosts to their German partners.  

 
UPWARD BOUND 

 
Grades 9-12 

 
The elective credit will be determined by your logbook entries, reflections and the following minimum time spent 
participating in an Upward Bound program. 
 
   30 hours         .25 credit 
   60 hours         .50 credit 
   90 hours   .75 credit 
                 120 hours   1.00 credit 
      
Upward Bound programs allow students in grades 9-12 to receive elective credit for participating in the program.  The 
amount of credit is dependent upon the hours served as a participant both within the Reading High School time frame and 
outside in the community on personal time.  All students who participate in an Upward Bound program must keep a log of 
their participation date, activity, time, reflection, and signature of the person in charge.  Prior to participation, students must 
register with the faculty advisor.   
 

EAP TUTORING 
 
Students can receive .38 credits upon completing 45 hours of EAP (Educational Assistance Program) tutoring.  This is an 
individualized tutoring program to help students become proficient in PSSA testing.  Please see your school counselor for 
details.      

 
 

HEAD START-TO-COLLEGE/DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 
 
Students can receive college credit while enrolled at Reading High School.  Please see your school counselor for details. 
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VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Content is delivered using the computerized program, NovaNet.  Curriculum utilizes pre-post testing procedures and 
student response to diagnose a learner's strengths and weaknesses.  Based on the data, the appropriate pathway is 
prescribed through a scope and sequence of lessons.  All curriculum is based on both State and National standards. 
 
Students may utilize the Virtual High School to recover credits or accelerate credits based on their educational needs.  The 
Virtual High School can be accessed at Reading High School both before and after school as well as at several community 
outreach locations. 
 
Students wishing to participate in the Virtual High School can select courses and locations by meeting with their school 
counselors and completing the enrollment application. 
 
Students are graded on a Pass (P)/Fail (F) basis.  Students who pass receive the appropriate high school credit. 
 

Mathematics 
 
General Math 
 
This course relates mathematics with everyday topics such as salary and wages, taxes and commission, measurements, 
and introduction to algebraic foundations. 
 
Transitional Math 
 
This course reviews basic math skills involving whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percents, and formulas to solve 
measurement problems. 
 
Pre-Algebra 
 
Pre-Algebra includes instruction in number operations and computation, prime numbers, ratios, proportions and 
percents.  Also included in this course is instruction in signed numbers, exponents, algebraic thinking, and data analysis. 
 
Algebra I 
 
Algebra I includes instruction in signed numbers, prime numbers, algebraic thinking skills, algebraic expressions, ratios, 
proportions, probability, measures of central tendency, graphing, and linear equations. 
 
Algebra II 
 
This course includes instruction in algebraic expressions, radicals, complex numbers, equations/inequalities, variation, 
word problems, polynomials, functions, and graphing. 
 
Geometry 
 
This course includes instruction on basic skills in geometry including reasoning, constructing geometric figures, 
developing proofs, and identifying geometric figures. 
 
Trigonometry 
 
Trigonometry lessons provide instruction in similar triangles, trigonometric functions, using functions to solve right 
triangles, oblique triangles, and arbitrary triangles, real life application problems, radian measure and an introduction to 
vectors. 
 

English 
 

English I 
 
English I provides instruction on reading comprehension, the parts of narrative and expository essays, and the 
characteristics of various genres of literature.  The course also focuses on the five-step writing process to develop the 
learner's writing skills.  English I also reviews fundamentals of grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. 
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English II 
 
English II provides instruction on some general grammar concepts, punctuation rules, some spelling rules, and 
vocabulary. 
 
English III 
 
English III instructs students on rules of sentence punctuation, basic sentence structure, correct verb use, and planning 
and developing a paragraph.  One module on writing a research paper is also included. 
 
English IV 
 
English IV provides instruction on basic sentence structure, grammar and vocabulary skills, main idea, and reasoning. 
 
Inferential Reading 
 
This course includes lessons that focus on elements of reading, reading in the workplace, reading for main idea, 
supporting ideas, implied meanings, logical relationships, tone, and application of reading. 
 

Science 
 

Science 9 
 
This course provides instruction in the following:  Math for Physical Science, Introduction to Chemistry, Atoms, Chemical 
Reactions, Solutions, Batteries, Lab Simulations with Metals, and Gasses. 
 
Biology 10 
 
Biology includes instruction in the following:  Introduction to Biology, Scientific Method, Chemistry of Life, Cell Structure 
and Function, Nucleic Acids and Protein Synthesis, Genetics, Taxonomy, and Behavior. 
 
Earth/Space Science 
 
Instruction in this course includes:  Astronomy, The Earth in Space, Rocks and Minerals, The Atmosphere, The 
Hydrosphere, and Mapping. 
 
Environmental Science 
 
This .5 credit course provides instruction on Scientific Math, Scientific Method, Ecology, Energy and Its Effects, and 
Environmental Problems. 
 
Chemistry A 
 
This course includes instruction in Scientific Method, Atomic Structure, Properties and Behaviors of Matter, Periodic 
Table, Chemical Formulas, Reactions, and Bonding. 
 
Health 
 
This .34 credit course includes instruction on Physical Health, Mental Health, Communication Skills, Life-Style Choices, 
Nutrition, Safe Living, and Human Sexuality.  A Red Cross First Aid book is recommended when taking this course. 
 
Field Biology 
 
This .5 credit course includes instruction and lab simulations in Plants, Plant Structures and Growth, Photosynthesis, and 
Taxonomy. 
 

Social Studies 
 

American History B 
 
This 11th grade history course includes instruction on American History after the Civil War Period.  Topics include 
Industrialization, Unions, Social Expansion, World War I, World War II, Cold War, and the impact of war on our society. 
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United States Government 
 
This 9th grade social studies course provides instruction on forms of governments, Capitalism, Communism, Socialism, 
Representative Democracy and Political Parties, Governmental Separation of Powers, Elections, Checks and Balances, and 
a review of U.S. Constitutional concepts. 
 
World History B 
 
This 10th grade social studies course provides instruction on the Age of Revolution through Modern Times.  Instruction 
also is provided on Scientific Revolution, Industrial Revolution, and Post World War Effects on Our Country. 
 
Geography 
 
This .5 credit course focuses on Map Reading, Longitude and Latitude, Physical Geography, Climates, and Population 
Distribution. 
 
Economics/Cultures 
 
This 12th grade social studies course provides instruction in Basic Principles of Economics, Production and Consumption, 
Cultures, Norms, and Social Systems. 
 
Introduction to US History 
 
This social studies course provides instruction on the Arrival to the Americas, Early Colonization, Founding a Nation, 
Constitution, and concludes at the Civil War.  

  
**NOTE 

Additional courses may be offered with Reading School Board Approval. 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

64 

POST HIGH SCHOOL GUIDE 

Suggested Guide for the Student who Plans Post High School Education 
 
The following factors will greatly influence the success or failure of your acceptance by a school: 
 
1. High School Record  -  The single most important factor in college admissions is your high school permanent 

record, beginning in ninth grade. 
2. College Board Scores  -  Although your SAT or ACT scores never stand alone, they are used to support your 

academic record. 
3. Extra Curricular Activity Involvement  -  What an applicant can contribute to the college is gaining more attention 

from admissions counselors.  All other factors being equal, the student who becomes involved in the activities of 
his/her high school will have a definite advantage. 

 

9th Grade 
 

1. Talk with your parents, friends, relatives, and neighbors concerning various career fields. 
2. Select courses that are challenging and demanding.  Do not take the easy way out. 
3. Make sure that you have a social security number. 
4. Develop sound study habits early.  For assistance, see your counselor. 
 

10th Grade 
 

1. Begin to think seriously about post high school education and consider your goals.  Look through college catalogues 
and career information books to determine course requirements.  This can be done at the Career Center (R359). 

2. Ask your parents about their plans for helping you to meet post high school educational costs. 
3. Look for after-school or summer employment.  If possible, start a savings account and make regular deposits to help 

pay for your post high school educational expenses. 
 

11th Grade 
 

1. Begin to gather information about colleges and other educational institutions. 
2. Review college catalogues in the Career Center for each school which interests you, or write to schools to obtain 

them. 
3. Take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT).  This test is administered at Reading High School in October. 
4. Visit College Fairs, meet with college representatives at RHS, and sign up for college visits through the Career 

Center. 
5. Take the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT) in May or June.  All juniors who are 

planning to further their education after high school should take these tests. 
6. Attend college programs whenever possible. 
7. Reduce possible post high school education choices to four or five. 
 

Summer Before 12th Grade 
 

1. Look again for summer employment. 
2. Visit schools of your choice and, if possible, send applications early. 
3. Continue to build up your savings account. 
 

12th Grade 
 

1. At the Career Center, explore college catalogues, reference books, and the computer programs to find schools that 
interest you. 

2. Request an application for admission and financial aid information at each institution you are interested in.  
Addresses can be found in the Career Center. 

3. If you have not taken the SAT or ACT, register for one or both.  Applications are available in the  School Counseling 
Office. 

4. Check catalogues to see if your schools require SAT II’s.  Applications are available in the School Counseling Office. 
5. Each school has different procedures for admission, so please follow directions accurately and precisely. 
6. Deliver appropriate materials to your school counselor as soon as possible.  Transcripts will be mailed out as quickly 

as possible, in the order they are received. 
7. Review the college bulletin board for scholarship information every week. 
8. Don’t forget that some colleges may have separate financial and application forms. 
9. Get a Free Application for Federal Student Aid some time in December and apply for a PIN.  On your FAFSA list all 
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the schools to which you are applying. 
10. Mail your FAFSA form as soon as possible after January 1. 
11. Ask your parents to find out if any financial aid programs or scholarships are available through their places of 

employment. 
12. If either of your parents is a veteran, contact the Veterans Administration or the American Legion for other financial 

aid possibilities.   
13. Some civic, social and political organizations offer educational assistance.  If you or your parents belong to any 

organizations, please check with them. 
14. In February, students will receive a local scholarship bulletin during a scholarship assembly.  Eligibility and 

deadlines should be checked thoroughly. 
15. If students are in Advanced Placement (AP) courses, they must register in March to take the AP exams in May. 
16. Students should begin looking for summer employment in March or April. 
17. Review award letters you have received from various schools.  Select the school you will attend, but make your 

decision based on educational considerations ahead of anything else. 
18. Send your acceptance letter to your chosen school in accordance with instructions. 
19. Notify the other schools to which you have applied, informing them that you will not be attending. 
20. Consider if you need to apply for a Guaranteed Student Loan. 
21. Review tuition payment applications. 
22. If necessary, as a last resort, inquire about commercial loans. 
23. Mail required deposit to the school you will be attending. 

24. In June, request to have your final transcripts forwarded to the college you will be attending. 

 
 
 
 

 


